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RECENTLY I took part in a
meeting in northern Cali-

fornia. Sabbath afternoon, with an
audience of about 200, I spent an
hour answering questions that were
submitted in writing.
One question which kept coming

up was, "Is the church Babylon?
and should we leave the church?"
Since there is a strong separation
movement across North America,
and it is getting stronger by the
day, I felt I should deal with this
subject in my editorial.
First of all, the church is not

Babylon. Let us read from inspira-
tion: "'There is but one church in
the world who are at the present
time standing in the breach, and
making up the hedge, building up
the old waste places; and for any
man to call the attention of the
world and other churches to this
church, denouncing her as Babylon,
is to do a work in harmony with
him who is the accuser of the
brethren." (Testimonies to Minis-
lers, 50) "Those who assert that the
Seventh-day Adventist churches
constitute Babylon, or any part of
Babylon, might better stay at
home." Ibid., 36, 37
"Finite man is likely to misjudge

character, but God does not leave
the work of judgment and
pronouncing upon character to
those who are not filled for it. We
are not to say what constitutes the
wheat, and what the tares. The time
of the harvest wil1 ful1y determine
the character of the two classes
specified under the figure of the
tares and the wheat. The work of
separation is given to the angels of
God, and not committed into the
hands of any man." Ibid., 47
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Editorial

Let us remember that two parties
will develop in the church as we
draw near the end and there will be
both separation and unity in our
midst. 1
This sign of the end given to us

nearly 100 years ago is now being
fulfil1ed, tel1ing us the end of our
world and the return of our blessed
Lord is very near. The last-day
movements will be very rapid
ones.2
Let us remember that in the

shaking now in process, the major-
ity wil1 be shaken out, but the an-
gels of God wil1 do the separating,
not man. And everything that can
be shaken wil1 be shaken, so that
only that which cannot be shaken
will remain.s
Let us remember that God's

remnant church are those who are
faithful and loyal and obedient to
God's orders' These faithful lead-
ers, pastors and laity. will compose
His church purified when the
church militant becomes the church
triumphant. The Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church wil1 go through to
the end, but we may not recognize
it then as the church we see today.
The institutions, reserves, and in-
vestments may be gone, and all
church properties may be taken by
the state.
"The whole world is to be

stirred with enmity against
Seventh-day Adventists, because
they wil1 not yield homage to the
Papacy, by honoring Sunday, the
institution of this antichristian
power. It is the purpose of Satan to
cause them to be blotted from the
earth, in order that his supremacy
of the world may not be disputed."
Ibid., 37

Remember that the doctrines of
Babylon are clearly enumerated: "It
is our individual duty to walk
humbly with God. We are not to
seek any strange, new message. We
are not to think that the chosen
ones of God who are trying to walk
in the light compose Babylon. The
fallen denominational churches are
Babylon. Babylon has been foster-
ing poisonous doctrines. .. . such as
the natural immortality of the soul,
the eternal torment of the wicked,
the den ial of the pre-existence of
Christ prior to His birth in Beth-
lehem, and advocating and exalting
the first day of the week above
God's holy and sanctified day."
Ibid., 61
If this church (the Seventh-day

Adventist) should begin to adopt
these false doctrines, the wine of
Babylon, it would become part of
Babylon.
Let us remember that the shak-

ing wjll reveal those who are faith-
ful, loyal and obedient, and many
of our laity, pastors and leaders will
join Babylon to be the accusers of
the faithful remnant. s
Our counsel from the Lord is,

stay with the church; if you are
obedient you are the church. If you
leave where wil1 you go? The ref-
ormation and revival will come
from within, not from without.
This revival is now in process. It
will grow in intensity until it has
offered every church and every
member the opportunity of under-
standing and experiencing victory
over every sin-righteousness by
faith.
The Seventh-day Adventist

Church wil1 then be transformed
into the church triumphant. Don't
become discouraged and leave. Hold
fast your confidence, for you-the
loyal and faithful-are the church.

RON SPEAR-EDITOR

l. See Selected Messages. Dook 2,
114; Testimollies, vol. 6, 400, 401
2. See Testimollies, vol. 9, II, 13;

vol. 8, 28, 37; Flll/darnell/als 0/ Chris-
liwl Education, 356, 357
3. See Testimonies, vol. 9. 15, 16;

vol. 5, 136; vol. 7. 219; vol. 8,41
4. See Acts 0/ t!le Apostles, II, 12;

Sevel/th-day Advelltist Bible Commell-
tary, vol. 7, 931; Upward Look, 315

5. See The Great Controversy. 608;
Selected Mc.tsages. Book I, 122; Tes-
limollies, vol. 5, 463. 477
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Ellen G. White

Reverence

In God's

House

T o THE humble, believing
soul, the house of God on

earth is the gate of heaven. The
song of praise, the prayer, the
words spoken by Christ's represen-
tatives, are God's appointed agen-
cies to prepare a people for the
church above, for that loftier wor-
ship into which there can enter
nothing that defileth.
From the sacredness which was

attached to the earthly sanctuary,
Christians may learn how they
should regard the place where the
Lord meets with His people. There
has been a great change, not for the
better, but for the worse, in the
habits and customs of the people in
reference to religious worship. The
precious, the sacred things which
.connect us with God are fast losing
their hold upon our minds and
hearts, and are being brought down
to the level of common things. The
reverence which the people had an-
ciently for the sanctuary where they
met with God in sacred service has
largely passed away. Nevertheless,

God Himself gave the order of His
service, exalting it high above eve-
rything of a temporal nature.
The house is the sanctuary for

the family, and the closet or the
grove the most retired place for
individual worship; but the

The Master will
hallow the place

with His presence,
and it will be holy

unto the Lord

church is the sanctuary for the con-
gregation. There should be rules in
regard to the time, the place, and
the monner of worshiping. Nothing
that is sacred, nothing that pertains
to the worship of God, should be

treated with carelessness or iodif-
ference. In order that men may do
their best work in showing forth
the praises of God, their associa-
tions must be such as will keep the
sacred distinct in thejr minds from
the common. Those who have broad
ideas, noble thoughts and aspira-
tions, are those who have associa-
tions that strengthen all thoughts of
divine things. Happy are those who
have a sanctuary, be it high or low,
in the city or among the rugged
mountain caves, in the lowly cabin
or in the wilderness. If it is the best
they can secure for the Master, He
will hallow the place with His
presence, and it will be holy unto
the Lord of hosts.
When the worshipers enter the

place of meeting, they should do so
with decorum, passing quietly to
their seats.... Common talking,
whispering, and laughing should
not be permitted in the' house of
worship, either before or after the
service. Ardent, active pjety should
characterize the worshipers.



Brethren, will you not devote a little
thought to this subject and notice
how you conduct yourselves in the

house of God?

If some have to wait a few min-
utes before the meeting begins, let
them maintain a true spirit of devo-
tion by silent meditation, keeping
the heart uplifted to God in prayer
that the service may be of special
benefit to their own hearts and lead
to the conviction and conversion of
other souls. They should remember
that heavenly messengers are in the
house. We all lose much sweet com-
munion with God by our restless-
ness, by not encouraging moments
of reflection and prayer. The spiri-
tual condition needs to be often
reviewed and the mind and heart
drawn toward the Sun of Right-
eousness. If when the people come
into the house of worship, they
have genuine reverence for the
Lord and bear in mind that they are
in His presence, there will be a
sweet eloquence in silence. The
whispering and laughing and talk-
ing which might be without sin in a
common business place should find
no sanction in the house where God
is worshiped. The mind should be
prepared to hear the word of God,
that it may have due weight and
suitably impress the heart.
When the minister enters, it

should be with dignified, solemn
mien. He should bow down in silent
prayer as soon as he steps into the
pulpit, and earnestly ask help of
God. What an impression this will
make! There will be solemnity and
awe upon the people. Their minister
is communing with God; he is com-
mitting himself to God before he
dares to stand before the people.
Solemnity rests upon all, and angels
of God are brought very near.
Everyone of the congregation, also,
who fears God should with bowed
head unite in silent prayer with him
that God may grace the meeting
with His presence and give power
to His truth proclaimed from hu-
man lips. When the meeting is
opened by prayer, every knee
should bow in the presence of the
Holy One, and every heart should
ascend to God in silent devotion.
The prayers of faithful worshipers
will be heard, and the ministry of
the Word will prove effectual. The
lifeless attitude of the worshipers in
the house of God is one great rea-
son why the ministry is not more
productive of good. The melody of
song, poured forth from many

hearts in clear, distinct utterance, is
one of God's instrumentalities in
the work of saving souls. All the
service should be conducted with
solemnity and awe, as if in the
visible presence of the Master of
assembl ies.
When the word is spoken, you

should remember, brethren, that
you are listening to the voice of
God through His delegated servant.
Listen attentively. Sleep not for one
instant, because by this slumber you
may lose the very words that you
need most-the very words which,
if heeded, would save your feet
from straying into wrong paths.
Satan and his angels are busy creat-
ing a paralyzed condition of the

senses so that cautions, warnings,
and reproofs shall not be heard; or
if heard, that they shall not take ef-
fect upon the heart and reform the
life. Sometimes a little child may so
attract the attention of the hearers
that the precious seed does not fall
into good ground and bring forth
fruit. Sometimes young men and
women have so little reverence for
the house and worship of God that
they keep up a continual communi-
cation with each other during the
sermon. Could these see the angels
of God looking upon them and
marking their doings, they would
be filled with shame, with abhor-
rence of themselves. God wants at-
tentive hearers. It was while men
slept that Satan sowed his tares.
When the benediction is pro-

nounced, all should still be quiet, as
if fearful of losing the peace of
Christ. Let all pass out without jos-
tling or loud talking, feeling that
they are in the presence of God,
that His eye is resting upon them,
and that they must act as in His
visible presence. Let there be no

stopping in the aisles to visit or gos-
sip, thus blocking them up so that
others cannot pass out. The pre-
cincts of the church should be in-
vested with a sacred reverence. It
should not be made a place to meet
old friends and visit and introduce
common thoughts and worldly busi-
ness transactions. These should be
left outside the church. God and
angels have been dishonored by the
careless, noisy laughing and shuf-
fling of feet heard in some places.
Parents, elevate the standard of

Christianity in the minds of your
children; help them to weave Jesus
into their experience; teach them to
have the highest reverence for the
house of God and to understand

that when they enter the Lord's
house it should be with hearts that
are softened and subdued by such
thoughts as these: "God is here; this
is His house. I must have pure
thoughts and the holiest motives. I
must have no pride. envy, jealousy,
evil surmising, hatred, or deception
in my heart, for I am coming into
the presence of the holy God. This
is the place where God meets with
and blesses His people. The high
and holy One who inhabiteth eter-
nity looks upon me, searches my
heart, and reads the most secret
thoughts and acts of my life."
Brethren, will you not devote a

little thought to this subject and
notice how you conduct yourselves
in the house of God and what ef-
forts you are making by precept
and example to cultivate reverence
in your children? You roll vast re-
sponsibilities upon the preacher and
hold him accountable for the souls
of your children; but you do not
sense your own responsibility as
parents and as instructors and, like
Abraham, command your household
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In regard to the serVIce of the
sanctuary, if the speaker has a
blemish, be afraid to mention it

after you, that they may keep the
statutes of the Lord. Your sons and
daughters are corrupted by your
own example and lax precepts; and,
notwithstanding this lack of domes-
tic training, you expect the minister
to counteract your daily work and
accomplish the wonderful achieve-
ment of training their hearts and
lives to virtue and piety. After the
minister has done all he can do for
the church by faithful, affectionate
admonition. patient discipline, and
fervent prayer to reclaim and save
the soul, yet is not successful, the
fathers and mothers often blame
him because their children are not
converted, when it may be because
of their own neglect....
Our present habits and customs,

which dishonor God and bring the
sacred and heavenly down to the
level of the common, are against us.
We have a sacred, testing, sanctify-
ing truth; and if our habits and
practices are not in accordance with
the truth, we are sinners against
great light. and are proportionately
guilty. It will be far more tolerable
for the heathen in the day of God's
retributive justice than for us . .
It is too true that reverence for

the house of God has become al-
most extinct. Sacred things and
places are not discerned; the holy
and exalted are not appreciated. Is
there not a cause for the want of
fervent piety in our families? Is it
not because the high standard of
religion is left to trail in the dust?
God gave rules of order, perfect
and exact. to His ancient people.
Has His character changed? Is He
not the great and mighty God who
rules in the heaven of heavens?
Would it not be well for us often to
read the directions given by God
Himself to the Hebrews, that we
who have the light of the glorious
truth shining upon us may imitate
their reverence for the house of
God? We have abundant reason to
maintain a fervent, devoted spirit
in the worship of God. We have
reason even to be more thoughtful
and reverential in our worship than
had the Jews....
Many who profess to be children

of the heavenly King have no true
appreciation of the sacredness of
eternal things. Nearly all need to be
taught how to conduct themselves
in the house of God. Parents should
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not only teach, but also command.
their children to enter the sanctuary
with sobriety and reverence.
The moral taste of the worship-

ers in God's holy sanctuary must be
elevated, refined, sanctified. This
matter has been sadly neglected. Its
importance has been overlooked,
and as the result. disorder and ir-
reverence have become prevalent,
and God has been dishonored.
When the leaders in the church,
ministers and people. fathers and
mothers. have not had elevated
views of this matter, what could be
expected of the inexperienced chil-
dren? They are too often found in
groups. away from the parents, who
should have charge of them. Not-

withstanding they are in the pres-
ence of God, and His eye is looking
upon them. they are light and tri-
fling, they whisper and laugh, are
careless, irreverent, and inattentive.
They are seldom instructed that the
minister is God's ambassador, that
the message he brings is one of
God's appointed agencies in the sal-
vation of souls, and that to all who
have the privilege brought within
their reach it will be a savor of life
unto life or of death unto death.
The delicate and susceptible

minds of the youth obtain their es-
timate of the labors of God's ser-
vants by the way their parents treat
the malter. Many heads of families
make the service a subject of criti-
cism at home, approving a few
things and condemning others. Thus
the message of God to men is criti-
cized and questioned, and made a
subject of levity. What impressions
are thus made upon the young by
these careless. irreverent remarks
the books of heaven alone will
reveal. The children see and under-
stand these things very much

quicker than parents are apt to
think. Their moral senses receive a
wrong bias that time will never ful-
ly change. The parents mourn over
the hardness of heart in their chil-
dren and the difficulty in arousing
their moral sensibility to answer to
the claims of God. But the books of
heavenly record trace with unerring
pen the true cause. The parents
were unconverted. They were not in
harmony with heaven or with heav-
en's work. Their low, common ideas
of the sacredness of the ministry
and of the sanctuary of God were
woven into the education of their
children. It is a question whether
anyone who has for years been un-
der this blighting influence of home

instruction will ever have a sensi-
tive reverence and high regard for
God's ministry and the agencies He
has appointed for the salvation of
souls. These things should be
spoken of with reverence, with
propriety of language, and with
fine susceptibility, that you may
reveal to all you associate with that
you regard the message from God's
servants as a message to you from
God Himself.
Parents, be careful what example

and what ideas you give your chil-
dren. Their minds are plastic, and
impressions are easily made. )n
regard to the service of the sanctu-
ary, if the speaker has a blemish, be
afraid to mention it. Talk only of
the good work he is doing, of the
good ideas he presented. which you
should heed as coming through
God's agent. It may be readily seen
why children are so little impressed
with the ministry of the Word and
why they have so little reverence
for the house of God. Their educa-
tion has been defective in this re-
spect. Their parents need daily



When a church has been raised up
and left uninstructed on these points,
the minister has neglected his duty

communion with God. Their own
ideas need to be refined and enno-
bled; their lips need to be touched
with a live coal from off the altar;
then their habits, their practices at
home, will make a good impression
on the minds and characters of
their children. The standard of
religion will be greatly elevated.
Such parents will do a great work
for God. They will have less earth-
liness. less sensuality. and more
refinement and fidelity at home.
Life will be invested with a solem-
nity of which they have scarcely
conceived. Nothing will be made
common that pertains to the service
and worship of God.
I am often pained as I enter the

house where God is worshiped, to
see the untidy dress of both men
and women. If the heart and char-
acter were indicated by the outward
apparel, then certainly nothing
could be heavenly about them.
They have no true idea of the or-
der, the neatness, and the refined
deportment that God requires of all
who come into His presence to wor-
sh ip Him. What impressions do
these things give to unbelievers and
to the youth. who are keen to dis-
cern and to draw their conclusions?
In the minds of many there are

no more sacred thoughts connected
with the house of God than with
the most common place. Some will
enter the place of worship with
their hats on. in soiled. dirty

clothes. Such do not realize that
they are to meet with God and holy
angels. There should be a radical
change in this matter all through
our churches. Ministers themselves
need to elevate their ideas, to have
finer susceptibilities in regard to it.
It is a feature of the work that has
been sadly neglected. Because of

the irreverence in attitude. dress,
and deportment. and lack of a wor-
shipful frame of mind, God has of-
ten turned His face away from
those assembled for His worship.
All be taught to be neat,

clean, and orderly in their dress,
but not to indulge in that external
adorning which is wholly inappro-
priate for the sanctuary. There
should be no display of the apparel;
for this encourages irreverence. The
attention of the people is often
called to this or that fine article of
dress, and thus thoughts are in-
truded that should have no place in
the hearts of the worshipers. God is
to be the subject of thought, the
object of worship; and anything
that attracts the mind from the
solemn, sacred service is an offense
to Him. The parading of bows and
ribbons, ruffles and feathers, and
gold and silver ornaments is a
species of idolatry and is wholly in-
appropriate for the sacred service
of God, where the eye of every
worshiper should be single to His
glory. All matters of dress should
be strictly guarded, following close-
ly the Bible rule. Fashion has been
the goddess who has ruled the out-
side world. and she often insinuates
herself into the church. The church
should make the Word of God her
standard. and parents should think
intelligently upon this subject.
When they see their children in-
clined to foHow worldly fashions.

they should, like Abraham, reSO-
lutely command their households
after them. Instead of uniting them
with the world. connect them with
God. Let none dishonor God's
sanctuary by their showy apparel.
God and angels are there. The Holy
One of Israel has spoken through
His apostle: "Whose adorning let it

not be that outward adorning of
plaiting the hair. and of wearing of
gold, or of putting on of apparel;
but let it be the hidden man of the
heart. in that which is not corrup-
tible, even the ornament of a meek
and quiet spirit, which is in the
sight of God of great price."
[I Peter 3:3, 4]
When a church has been raised

up and left uninstructed on these
points. the minister has neglected
his duty and will have to give an
account to God for the impressions
he allowed to prevail. Unless cor-
rect ideas of true worship and true
reverence are impressed upon the
people, there will be a growing ten-
dency to place the sacred and eter-
nal on a level with common things,
and those professing the truth will
be an offense to God and a disgrace
to religion. They can never, with
their uncultivated ideas, appreciate
a pure and holy heaven, and be
prepared to join with the worship-
ers in the heavenly courts above,
where all is purity and perfection.
where every being has perfect rev-
erence for God and His holiness.
Paul describes the work of God's

ambassadors as that by which every
man shall be presented perfect in
Christ Jesus. Those who embrace
the truth of heavenly origin should
be refined, ennobled, sanctified
through it. It will require much
painstaking effort to reach God's
standard of true manhood. The ir-
regular stones hewed from the
quarry must be chiseled, their
rough sides must be polished. This
is an age famous for surface work,
for easy methods, for boasted holi-
ness aside from the standard of
character that God has erected. All
shorl routes, all cutoff tracks, all
teaching which fails to exalt the law
of God as the standard of religious
character, is spurious. Perfection of
character is a lifelong work, unat-
tainable by those who are not will-
ing to strive for it in God's ap-
pointed way, by slow and toilsome
steps. We cannot afford to make
any mistake in this matter. but we
want day by day to be growing up
into Christ. our living Head. til

TesJimollies. vol. 5, 491-500
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A Proper Protest
THE COURT room is buzzing,

the fans are humming in their
attempt to conquer the August
humidity and heat. Perspiration is
visible on the faces of the jury as
they file in and solemnly take their
seats.
The jlUlge's gavel brings the

courtroom to silence and his voice
is grave as he asks, "Has the jury
reached a verdict?" HYes, Your
Honor," answers the jury foreman,
"we find the defendants guilty as
charged and we recommend the
maximum penalty for desecrating
the Lord's Day and breaking the
Sunday laws of this state."

There is immediate pandemo-
nium, and the judge's gavel again
brings the room to silence. In his
raspy voice he asks the defendants
to stand for sentencing. During this
brief hearing the judge has allowed
Mr. and Mrs. Doe and their two
children to sit together. "It is the
duty of this court to sentence you,
Mr. Doe, to two years at hard labor
at the labor camp in Fiddletown
and Mrs. Doe to two years at the
women's facility in Herrington. The
children will become wards of the
state." With his gavel he then com-
mences a brief recess of the court.
Impossible, you say, it could

never happen to me. But it can.
Yes, in the near future you could
be standing in such a courtroom
with your friends and neighbors,
and even church members or pos-
sibly the local Seventh-day Advent-
ist pastor testifying against you.
Yes, even your children can be
taken from you.
Oh, how important it is today

that we prepare for the inevitable,
the little time of trouble, in which
many of the faithful and loyal will
be tried, sentenced and even mar-
tyred for their faith. May the Word
of God be our defender always.
uFor this is thankworthy. if a man
for conscience toward God endure
grief, suffering wrongfully. For
what glory is it, if, when ye be
buffeted for your faults, ye shall
take it patiently? but if, when ye
do well, and suffer for it, ye take it
patiently. this is acceptable with
God." (1 Peter 2:19, 20) "Having a
good conscience; that, whereas they
speak evil of you, as of evildoers,
they may be ashamed that falsely
accuse your good conversation in
Christ." 1 Peter 3: 16
Yes, we are now entering into

the most important hour of the six
thousand years of the great con-
troversy between good and evil,
Christ and Satan.

We are told that in this end-time
Satan will come down to the whole
earth and the remnant church with
great wrath because he has but a
short time. (Revelation 12:12) He
will roar through the earth and the
church as a mighty lion seeking his
prey. (1 Peter 5:8) These prophecies
are being fulfilled now.

We have been told by our
prophet that the very last deception
would be to make of none effect
the spirit of prophecy. Selected
Messages, Book 1,48
Ellen White has also told us that

as we face this final crisis hour the
majority of the laity. pastors and
leadership would reject us and join
the ranks of the enemy. Testi-
mOllies, vol. 5, 80, 81, 136; vol. 8,
41
She has forewarned us that the

omega of apostasy will be of a very
startling nature. uBe not deceived;
many will depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits and
doctrines of devils. We have now

- -
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before us the alpha of this danger.
The omega will be of a most star-
tling nature." Selected Messages.
Book I, 197
In the serious crisis of the alpha

of apostasy the devil was trying to
completely destroy the medical mis-
sionary work, the right arm of our
message and work, and to lead
God's remnant people into spiri-
tualism, as taught by Dr. Kellogg in
his book The Livillg Temple.

Message to Laodicea:
The Cure for Apostasy

God inspired our then living
prophet to write. U At this time the
Laodicean message is to be given,
to arouse a slumbering church. Let
the thought of the shortness of time
stimulate you to earnest, untiring
effort. Remember that Satan has
come down with great power. to
work with all deceivableness of un-
righteousness in them that perish."
Ibid., 196
The Laodicean message to the

church was God's antidote for the
alpha of apostasy. "The Laodicean
message must be given with ear-
nestness and power, as a message
from heaven. If it be ignored, the
Lord will certainly cast away from
Him those whose spiritual condition
is so objectionable. Christ declares
that pretentious piety is nauseating
to Him. To the ones so full of self-
sufficiency He says, 'I know thy
works, that thou art neither cold
nor hot.' Their works are opposed
to the holy principles of God's
Word." Series B, no. 2, 20
Now the Laodicean message

must again do its work of reforma-
tion and revival. It must now
Quickly come to Our churches. The
message in this crisis hour is to
repent of our spiritual blindness,
rebellion, and insubordination to
God's orders. See Evallgelism, 696
God speaks to us in 1987; lead-

ers, pastors, laity take heed now
before it is forever too late to
repent. Probation will soon close
and very few Seventh-day Advent-
ists will be ready and sealed.'
"I have been shown that the

greatest reason why the people of
God are now found in this state of
spiritual blindness, is that they will
not receive correction. Many have

despised the reproofs and warnings
given them. ... I have been shown
that unbelief in the testimonies of
warning, encouragement, and re-
proof, is shutting away the light
from God's people." Testimonies,
vol. 3, 255
Today we must ask, what is the

responsibility of those weeping be-
tween the porch and the altar for
the sins in the church so vividly
depicted in the final hour of the
church's probation? Listen to in-
spiration:
HThe crisis is fast approaching.

The rapidly swelling figures show
that the time for God's visitation
has about come. Although loath to
punish, nevertheless He will puniSh,
and that speedily. Those who walk

More especially will
their prayers arise
in behalf of the
church

in the light will see signs of the ap-
proaching peril; but they are not to
sit in quiet, unconcerned expec-
tancy of the ruin, comforting them-
selves with the belief that God will
shelter His people in the day of
visitation. Far from it. They should
realize that it is their duty to labor
diligently to save others, looking
with strong faith to God for help.
'The effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much.'
"The leaven of godliness has not

entirely lost its power. At the time
when the danger and depression of
the church are greatest, the little
company who are standing in the
light will be sighing and crying for
the abominations that are done in
the land. But more especially will
their prayers arise in behalf of the
church because its members are
doing after the manner of the
world.
uThe earnest prayers of this

faithful few will not be in vain.
When the Lord comes forth as an
avenger, He will also come as a

protector of all those who have
preserved the faith in its purity and
kept themselves unspotted from the
world. It is at this time that God
has promised to avenge His own
elect which cry day and night unto
Him, though He bear long with
them.
uThe command is: through

the midst of the city, through the
midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark
upon the foreheads of the men that
sigh and that cry for all the abom-
inations that be done in the midst
thereof.' These sighing, crying ones
had been holding forth the words
of life; they had reproved, coun-
seled, and entreated. Some who had
been dishonoring God repented and
humbled their hearts before Him.
But the glory of the Lord had de-
parted from Israel; although many
still continued the forms of re-
ligion, His power and presence
were lacking.
"In the time when His wrath

shall go forth in judgments, these
humble, devoted followers of Christ
will be distinguished from the rest
of the world by their soul anguish,
which is expressed in lamentation
and weeping, reproofs and warn-
ings. While others try to throw a
cloak over the existing evil, and ex-
cuse the great wickedness every-
where prevalent, those who have a
zeal for God's honor and a love for
souls will not hold their peace to
obtain favor of any. Their righteous
souls are vexed day by day with the
unholy works and conversation of
the unrighteous. They are powerless
to stop the rushing torrent of iniq-
uity, and hence they are filled with
grief and alarm. They mourn before
God to see religion despised in the
very homes of those who have had
great light. They lament and afflict
their souls because pride, avarice,
selfishness, and deception of almost
every kind are in the church."
Ibid., vol. 5, 209, 210
The sighing and crying ones in

the church-how are they to re-
spond to their accusers in the
church?
Our only example is Jesus and

others that have carefully followed
His example. (See I Peter 2:21; 4:12,
13) Jesus never defended Himself,
but He defended truth with His
very life. uJesus answered, My
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kingdom is not of this world: if my
kingdom were of this world, then
would my servants fight, that I
should not be delivered to the Jews:
but now is my kingdom not from
hence." John 18:36
"The government under which

Jesus lived was corrupt and op-
pressive; on every hand were crying
abuses-extortion, intolerance, and
grinding cruelty. Yet the Saviour
attempted no civil reforms. He at-
tacked no national abuses, nor con-
demned the national enemies. He
did not interfere with the authority
or administration of those in power.
He who was our example kept aloof
from earthly governments, not be-
cause He was indifferent to the
woes of men, but because the rem-
edy did not lie in merely human
and external measures. To be effi-
cient, the cure must reach men in-
dividually. and must regenerate the
heart." The Desire of Ages, 509
HChrist carried out in His life

His own divine teachings. His zeal
never led Him to become passion-
ate. He manifested consistency
without obstinacy, benevolence
withoUl weakness. tenderness and
sympathy without sentimentalism.
He was highly social; yet He pos-
sessed a reserved dignity that did
not encourage undue familiarity.
His temperance never led to bigotry
or austerity. He W3S not conformed
to this world; yet He was not indif-
ferent to the wants of the least
among men. He was awake to the
needs of aiL" J\tfilld. Character, alld
Persollality, 184
"Christ might have spoken

words to Herod that would have
pierced the ears of the hardened
king. He might have stricken him
with fear and trembling by laying
before him the full iniquity of his
life, and the horror of his approach-
ing doom. But Christ's silence was
the severest rebuke that He could
have given." The Desire of Ages,
730
Jesus, as our example, stood

before His accusers and persecu-
tors-church members and leaders
that cried out for His crucifixion-
and in divine humility, which He
received from the Holy Spirit, He
answered not a word in His own
defense. HAs one of us He was to
give an example of obedience. For
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this He took upon Himself our na-
ture and passed through our exper-
iences.. .. He exercised in His own
behalf no power that is not freely
offered to us." Ibid., 24
He then offered himself as our

Example. our Sacrifice. uHe is de-
spised and rejected of men; a man
of sorrows, and acquainted with
grief: and we hid as it were our
faces from him; he was despised,
and we esteemed him not. Surely he
hath borne our griefs. and carried
our sorrows: yet we did esteem him
striCken, smitten of God, and af-

But he was wounded for
Our transgressions, he was bruised
for Our iniquities: the chastisement
of Our peace was upon him; and
with his stripes we are healed. All
we like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned everyone to his own
way; and the Lord hath laid on him
the iniquity of us all. He was
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet
he opened not his mouth: he is
brought as a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before her shearers
is dumb, so he openeth not his
mouth." Isaiah 53:3-7

They raised a calm,
devout, earnest,
patient protest
against corruption

God's people now, very soon,
will stand before church boards. in
courts of law, and will face their
accusers, persecutors, and those
who will call for their execution.
"Remember the word that I said
unto you. The servant is not greater
than his lord. If they have per-
secuted me, they will also persecute
you; if they have kept my saying,
they will keep yours also.. . But
this cometh to pass, that the word
might be fulfilled that is written in
their law, They hated me without a
cause. But when the Comforter is
come, whom [ will send unto you
from the Father, even the Spirit of
truth. which proceedeth from the

Father, he shall testify of me: And
ye also shall bear witness. because
ye have been with me from the
beginning." John 15:20,25-27
In the time of John Wycliffe we

are told that "Martyrdom followed
martyrdom. The advocates of the
truth, proscribed and tortured,
could only pour their cries into the
ear of the Lord of Sabaoth. Hunted
as foes of the church and traitors to
the realm, they continued to preach
in secret places, finding shelter as
best they could ;n the humble
homes of the poor, and often hiding
away even in dens and caves." The
Great C011lroversy. 95
We too, if faithful, will meet

such difficulties one day. May we
then have the faith and grace to fol-
low the course of those who "not-
withstanding the rage of persecu-
tion," continued to raise a "calm,
devout, earnest, patient protest
against the prevailing corruption of
religious faith." Ibid.
How then shall we protest

against apostasy in the church?
How shall we defend the truth? As
Jesus did, and as did the prophets
and the reformers of all time. We
must always give an answer for the
truth by our experience in Jesus.
But never must we defend
ourselves; that is the work of the
Holy Spirit.
Remember, in heaven there will

be many who had the wrong theol-
ogy, who kept the wrong day of
worship, but who had the spirit of
Jesus. But there will be nobody in
heaven who had the right theology,
who went to church faithfully on
the true Sabbath, but who had the
wrong spirit.
Yes, defend the truth with your

very life. Jesus did. Call sin by its
right name. Follow the principles of
Matthew 18 always in the sweet
spirit of our Master.

It will be that small group who
are weeping over the apostasy in
our beloved church, who will soon
be sealed with the seal of the
Living God and will endure to the
very end and be saved. May we,
today. prepare for that great ex-
perience, is my prayer.



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

My pastor loaned me the Sep-
tember '86 issue of Our Firm FOUfl-
dalion magazine. After reading it
from cover to cover, and loving
every word. I have determined that
I must subscribe.
I've been in the Seventh-day

Adventist Church only a bit over
three years. In my studies with the
pastor, ... J read a great deal of El-
len G. White's writings. Actually
she was my second teacher. And
next to the Bible, my favorite read-
ing and study was from her books. I
hnve a great number of her books
now and value them highly, but for
Quite a long time now I haven't
heard her name or writings men-
tioned very often. Th:lt troubles mc.
So your magazine thrilled me no
end.

F. Cummings
California

Excellent articles and issues have
virtually saved my faith in the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Thank you for the truth in these
last days with such a good attitude.
God has a people.

Name Withheld
Bradenton Beach, Florida

I obtained a copy of Our Firm
FoundatioJl about a year ago and
tossed it aside thinking it to be one
of the many spurious publications.
Well, what a surprise! After a closer
look J discovered that you are doing
what I have desired to do for a long
while. God bless you and keep up
the good work!

Sam Glasser
Citrus Heights, California

My wife and I are now enjoying
our own subscription to Our Firm
Foundation with its straightforward
messages enclosed. It is so nice to
read a magazine where you feel
truth has not been glossed over.
And I'm delighted with the concept
that Our Firm Foundation is not a
tabloid of sour-oats, backbiting,
etc., but a magazine encouraging
love, self-control I preparation and
firm doctrine. I sing its praises to
any and all in my church.

Raiford D. Couden
Auburn, New York

Thank you so very much for
your February message on tape.
Memorizing God's promises is
something I have been doing. J
wanted to tell people of the blessing
it brings, but didn't know how to
get the word around. So thank you
more than I know how to express
myself for encouraging this won-
derful practice.
"Take God's promises as your

own, plead them before Him as His
own words, and you will receive
fullness of joy." Mount of Blessing,
191
Thank you for sharing your ex-

perience, because it goes to many
people. We all just need to spend
more time with the Lord, don't we?

Mrs. J. R. McMullen
Jay, Oklahoma

God bless you in all your effons
there. We received our Truth for
Toda)' and have already distributed
several. One lady I am studying
with who has begun to attend our
church now and has accepted the
Sabbath, said she read it almost all

through today and liked it so much.
I am studying weekly and oftener
with several other non-Seventh-day
Adventists and can hardly wait to
get their copies to them. Oh, that
they may be able to receive the
truths included in this one issue. It
is very full of truth-if they should
never get another issue! But 1 trust
that more will be available soon.
When do you anticipate a next issue
of Truth for Today? Be sure to let
uS know.

Virginia Butler
Sheridan, Oregon

Four more edi/ions of Truth For
Today are pIal/fled. Each edition
cOllcentrates 011 a differenl. area of
our message and is meant to com-
pleme11l lhe others. The first edition.
which is 1I0W available. gil-es the
whole Adl'e11l message set in the
can/ext of Llle three angels' mes-
sages. the sallc/uary message. alld
righteousness by faith. The second
editioll will trace the problem of sin
ill the great COlllroversy from lhe
fall of Lucifer to Ihe earlh made
new. This editioll is drawn from the
books Patriarchs and Prophets alld
The Great Controversy. The third
edition. contailling selecled portiolls
of Ministry of Healing. will include
Ilege/ariall recipes alld an iJlJroduc-
tioll to simple nawral remedies. The
fourth editiOtI will deal specifically
with the law and the Sabbath. trac-
ing both from creation through 10
the New Jerusalem. The fifth edi-
tioll will deal with the Holy Spirit
and genuille revillnl and physical
healil/g. Future mmoullcemenlS will
keep you illformed of lhe availabil-
ity of these projected editiolls.
-EDtTORS
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Fear God
And G•Ive Glory

To Him
I N 1859, WITH the publishing
of his book Origin of Species,

Charles Darwin gave added impetus
to the idea of evolution as the ori-
gin of life, and thus of the human
race. The concept of accidental
formation of initial life eons in the
past, and its subsequent develop-
ment through natural selection and
survival of the fittest, has found
ready acceptance by so-called mod-
ern man. In 1848, Karl Marx pub-
lished his work, The Communist
Manifesto, broadcasting the ideas
which have given rise to the com-
munist movement. The communist
movement, which advocates athe-
ism, certainly has been strengthened
down through the years by the
theory of evolution. A goodly num-
ber of atheists of other political
persuasions have also been encour-
aged by this godless idea of the
origin of the human race. Even
many so-called Christians credit
God as the source of life, but be-
lieve that its present multiple forms
have evolved through the long, slow
process of natural selection, thus
distancing themselves from the
obligating concept of a loving, in-
volved. and concerned Creator.
Another large portion of the

human race has been misled in
regard to the origin of life by their
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belief in spiritualism. Hinduism and
other Far Eastern spiritualistic
religions have been prominent for
many centuries. In 1848 in Hydes-
ville, New York, the Fox sisters
began hearing mysterious rappings.
From this beginning of modern
spiritualism we are today witnessing
a rapid growth in adherents to this
belief. Yes, multitudes today be-
lieve that there is no death and that
they themselves are the reincarna-
tion of a previous life. Many also

The vast majority
of mankind are

adrift without roots
or knowledge

believe that there is no God other
than the god that is within them
and that true success in life depends
upon realizing the full potential of
the inner self.
These various ideas regarding

the origin of man and of his rela-
tion to any higher power have been
used by Satan to separate mankind
from a responsive knowledge of the

Vernon Sparks

divine Designer, Creator, Sustainer.
and Saviour. The vast majority of
mankind are adrift without roots
and without a knowledge of their
destiny or of their true potential.
Millions of human beings. designed
to live forever, are being robbed
and shortchanged by the great de-
ceiver.

It is significant that these three
major forces-evolution, atheism.
and spiritualism-had their mod-
ern-day beginnings or revivals
within a relatively short time span
around A.D. 1844. Satan has always
been a student of prophecy, and he
had been aware of a very signifi-
cant event due to happen in the
nineteenth century-an event con-
nected with the sanctuary.
During the millennia since sin

began on this earth, the confessed
sins of the ages had been accumu-
lating in the holy place of the heav-
enly sanctuary. From a study of the
types of the earthly sacrificial sys-
tem, Satan knew that even though
Christ had been able to resist his
every temptation and had rendered
a perfect sacrifice on the cross. the
battle was not over. He knew that
the sacrificial blood transferred
confessed sins to the holy place, but
that no repentant sinner was fully
cleansed and eternally savable until



the heavenly sanctuary was finally
cleansed. Satan also knew that
Daniel 8:14 specified that this all-
important event. this final and full
atonement, was to begin on October
22, A.D. 1844. Too, from the earthly
types, he knew that the cleansing of
the sanctuary could not go forward
without the active participation of
the people. On the day of atone-
ment (rightly so-called), the
sanctuary was symbolic of the
people, and for them to be cleansed
they had to follow the activities of
the high priest with soul searching,
continued contrition, and rejection
of previously confessed sins. Satan
knew that Christ, without the assis-
tance of the last generation of His
people, could not make the final
atonement or cleanse the sanctuary.
At the beginning of the final

atonement for repentant sinners,
Satan worked upon the minds of
men and women to present his
deceptions in the most pleasant
forms possible, with the intent of
preventing mankind from assisting
Christ in the putting away of sin.
He devised the theory of evolution
to remove from the minds of men
the idea that there even was a Cre-
ator. This concept strengthened
atheism in its belief that there is no
God. Out of this sprouted the vast
system of communism with its god-
less fetters on the souls and the
minds of millions. The vast major-
ity of the remainder of mankind
has been captivated by the specious
theories of spiritualism.

The struggle is for
the minds as well
as the bodies of

mankind

Satan had attempted-but had
been unable-to keep hidden for-
ever the truth regarding the cleans-
ing of the sanctuary. Beginning in
the 1830s, William Miller and other
students of the Scriptures spread
the news of the impending event to
much of the then-known world.
It had been both believed and

preached that the cleansing of the

sanctuary was the second coming of
Christ to this earth to take the
saved back to heaven. Only after
the great disappointment of October
22, 1844, when Christ did not
come, was it discovered that the
cleansing was of the antitypicaI
heavenly sanctuary, with Christ the
officiating High Priest. The cleans-
ing was of the sins previously sent
by confession to the tabernacle
above with the participating saints
still bodily in the courtyard-this
earth.
Thus the battle lines were drawn

by Christ and Satan to demonstrate
for eternity whether or not the
sanctuary and repentant sinners can
be cleansed-cleansed completely-
from all sin. The struggle is for the
minds as well as the bodies of man-
kind. Satan is attempting, by what-
ever means possible, to keep hu-
manity unconcerned, uninformed,
and uninvolved. Ever since 1844
Christ has been searching for a
generation who will join with Him
in the cleansing of His sanctuary, a
generation who will join with Him
in forming a spiritual house-the
final evidence to be presented in
the Judgment Day. The final gener-
ation of the saved will live after the
close of probation without sinning,
demonstrating to the satisfaction of
the whole universe that Jesus, al-
though not able to save man in his
sins, is indeed able to save His
people from their sins.
For the final demonstration of

His full power over sin, Christ has
again brought to the attention of
man the full parameters of sin.
Truths, long hidden, have been and
are being rediscovered, clarifying
the relationships and the laws the
Creator originally designed and
created for the harmonious, eternal
prosperity of man. These original
laws for God's creation are the
same laws which will govern the
peaceful existence of the redeemed
for all eternity. How each person
relates to these eternal laws reveals
and determines whether or not he
or she is safe to save.
Pre-eminent among these hidden

truths is that of Saturday sacred-
ness. Shortly after the disappoint-
ment of 1844, the attention of the
faithful few was directed to the
fourth commandment of God's
eternal Decalogue as being just as

binding as the other nine and as
having equal importance. In the
heart of the fourth commandment
was found the seal of the Author of
the Decalogue-the Creator of this
universe, of this earth, and of the
human race.
This truth in regard to the origin

of humanity is the very truth which
Satan is attempting to counteract

It is logical that a
designed creation
comes with
instructions

through his theory of evolution and
through his deception of spiritual-
ism. For Satan knows that if man-
kind recognizes they are created
beings, then they should expect to
find Designer specifications or
laws, the keeping of which will as-
sist them in a peaceful and prosper-
ous existence, thus reflecting glory
and honor upon their Creator. It is
only logical that a designed creation
comes with operating instructions
which, if ignored, will result in
malfunction.
Soon after recognizing the sa-

credness of the Sabbath, the faith-
ful few began receiving a wealth of
advanced light through the proph-
etess Ellen White. Much of the new
light dealt with the care of the
human body. "When God had made
man in His image, the human form
was perfect in all its arrangements,
but it was without life. Then a per-
sonal, self-existing God breathed
into that form the breath of life,
and man became a living, breath-
ing, intelligent being. All parts of
the human organism were put in ac-
tion. The heart, the arteries, the
veins, the tongue, the hands, the
feet, the senses. the perceptions of
the mind--all began their work,
and all were placed under law."
(Testimonies, vol. 8, 264) "For
every offense committed against the
laws of health, the transgressor
must pay the penalty in his own
body." Counsels on Health, 595
For this last generation, human-

ity is to be made aware that the
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laws of nature are on the same level
as the Decalogue. Hit is just as
much sin to violate the laws of our
being as to break one of the Ten
Commandments, for we cannot do
either without breaking God's law."
Testimonies, vol. 2, 70
Disregarding the laws of nature

not only results in bodily malfunc-
tion, but it also puts us at cross-
purposes with our Creator. "The
physical penalty of disregarding the
laws of nature will appear in the
form of sickness, ruined constitu-
tions and even death itself. But a
settlement is also to be made, by
and by, with God." Temperance,
143
Obedience to the natural laws of

our bodies is called health reform
and serves several purposes. One
important purpose is to alleviate
suffering. "The work of health
reform is the Lord's means for less-
ening suffering in Our world." Tes-
timonies, vol. 9,112,113

A not her purpose is to help open
doors to other truths. "I have been
informed by my guide that not only
should those who believe the truth
proctice health reform, but they
should also teach it diligently to
others; for it will be an agency
through which the truth can be
presented to the attention of un-
believers. They will reason that if
we have such sound ideas in regard
to health and temperance, there
must be something in our religious
belief that is worth investigation. If
we backslide in health reform we
shall lose much of our influence
with the outside world." Evangel-
ism, 514
Undoubtedly, the most impor-

t3nt purpose of health reform is as
an aid in spiritual growth. "When
they break away from all health-
destroying indulgence, they will
have a clearer perception of what
constitutes true godliness. A won-
derful change will be seen in the
religious experience." Coullseis all
Health, 579
Health reform is thus an essen-

ti I ingredient in God's people
overcoming all sin and of being a
member of that final victorious
generation. "God demands that the
appetites be cleansed, and that self-
denial be practiced in regard to
those things which are not good.
This is a work that will have to be
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done before His people can stand
before Him a perfected people."
Testimonies, vol. 9, 153, 154
Another special truth that God

has given to this last generation is
that of the three angels' messages of
Revelation 14. All three messages
are to have a vital part in the clos-
ing work for this earth, but in the
first angel's message is a call to

God's special
truths define the
full spectrum of
law and sin

everyone who dwells upon the earth
to honor, to worship. and to give
glory to the Creator of all things.
"And I saw another angel fly in

the midst of heaven, having the ev-
erlasting gospel to preach unto them
that dwell on the earth, and to
every nation, and kindred, and
tongue, and people, saying with a
loud voice, Fear God, and give
glory to him; for the hour of his
judgment is come: and worship him
that made heaven, and earth, and
the sea, and the fountains of wa-
ters." Revelation 14:6, 7
Certainly, to keep the seventh-

day Sabbath holy is to worship and
to honor the Creator. And certainly,
the proper care of our physical
bodies-health reform-is another
important way of giving glory to
our Creator. IIWhether therefore ye
eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do,
do all to the glory of God." I Co-
rinthians 10:31
"To make plain natural law, and

urge the obedience of it, is the
work that accompanies the third
angel's message, to prepare a people
for the coming of the Lord." (Tes-
timonies, vol. 3, 161) "When the
third angel's message is received in
its fullness, health reform will be
given its place in the councils of
the conference, in the work of the
church, in the home, at the table,
and in all the household arrange-
ments." Ibid., vol. 6, 327
These three special messages for

the last days-Saturday sacredness,
health reform, and the three angels'

messages-all call mankind back to
the worship of the Creator, and
they give the lie to Satan's three
deceptive messages-evolution,
atheism, and spiritualism-that
there is no Creator to whom we are
accountable.
Thus in these last days God's

special truths which define the full
spectrum of law and of sin, (for
"sin is the transgression of the
13w"), ha ve been red iscovered.
Indeed all the Scriptures and all of
the testimonies of the Holy Spirit as
found in the Spirit of Prophecy will
be the yardstick used to measure
this last generation to reveal who is
safe to save.
This last-day rediscovery of all

of God's will for mankind accen-
tuates a serious problem for hu-
manity for Hall our righteousnesses
are as filthy rags." (Isaiah 64:6)
And we all have to admit that, even
exerting Our will power to the ful-
lest, we are unable, of ourselves, to
do all that we know to do all of the
time. Sooner or later we are all
forced to echo the apostle Paul's
words: 1'0 wretched man that] am!

Apart from divine
power no genume
reform can be

effected

who shall deliver me from the body
of this death?" (Romans 7:24) As
this final generation endeavors to
conform to all of God's revealed
will, in the physical as well as in
the spiritual realm, it is confronted
with its greatest energy crisis ever.
HApart from divine power, no gen-
uine reform can be effected. Hu-
man barriers against natural and
cultivated tendencies are but as the
sand bank against the torrent. Not
until the life of Christ becomes a
vitalizing power in our lives can we
resist the temptations that assail us
from within and from without."
MinislJ')I 01 Healing, 130
This worldwide energy crisis

brings us to another special message
for this last generation, the clarifi-
cation of righteousness by faith.



I F YOU ARE grieved because
your neighbors or friends are

doing wrong to their own hurt, if
they are overtaken in fault, follow
the Bible rule. "Tell him his fault
between thee and him alone." [Mat-
thew 18: 15] As you go to the one
you suppose to be in error, see that
you speak in a meek and lowly
spirit; for the wrath of man work-
eth not the righteousness of God.
The erring C3n be restored in no
other way than in the spirit of
meekness, gentleness, and tender
love.
Be careful in your manner.

Avoid anything in look or gesture,
word or tone, that savors of pride
or self-sufficiency. Guard yourself
against a word or look that would
exalt yourself, or place your good-
ness and righteousness in contrast
with their failings. Beware of the
most distant approach to disdain,
overbearing, or contempt. With care
avoid every appearance of anger;
and though you use plainness of
speech, let there be no reproach, no
railing accusation, no token of
warmth but that of earnest love.
Above all, let there be no shad-

ow of hate or ill-will, no bitterness
or sourness of expression. Nothing
but kindness and gentleness can
flow from a heart of love. Yet all
these precious fruits need not hin-
der you from speaking in the most
serious, solemn manner, as though
angels were directing their eyes
upon you, and you were acting in
reference to the coming judgment.
Bear in mind that the success of
reproof depends greatly upon the
spirit in which it is given. Do not
neglect earnest prayer that you may
possess a lowly mind, and that an-
gels of God may go before you to
work upon the hearts you are trying
to reach, and so soften them by
heavenly impressions that your ef-
forts may avail. If any good is ac-
complished, take no credit to your-
self. God alone should be exalted.
God alone has done it all.

Many have believed that Christ
gives us His righteousness- justifi-
cation- but that we will not be
made righteous-sanctification-
until His second coming when we
will be changed from a corruptible
body to an incorruptible. Deeper
studies into the Scriptures and the
Spirit of Prophecy on this subject
have made it crystal clear that yes,
Christ does give us His righteous-
ness in this life-justification-and
that through the Holy Spirit He also
works in us to give uS victory over
all sin-sanctification-while we
still possess the corruptible nature.
If it is not possible, through the
constant indwelling of the Holy
Spirit, to overcome all sin while in
this present life, then there would
be no reason for God to bring to
man's attention, in these I3st days, a
full definition of what sin is. There
would be no purpose in placing the
fourth commandment along side of
the other nine. There would be no
purpose in presenting the health
reform message if there was no
need to obey the laws of nature, or
if there was no power available
with which to obey them. If there
was no way to glorify the Creator,
then there would have been no
three angels' messages.
UThrough the right exercise of

the will, an entire change may be
made in the life. By yielding up the
will to Christ, we ally ourselves
with divine power. We receive
strength from above to hold us
steadfast. A pure and noble life, a
life of victory over appetite and
lust, is possible to everyone who
will unite his weak, wavering hu-
man will to the omnipotent, unwa-
vering will of God." Ibid., 176
Yes, power over sin is available

now. There is complete power over
all sin available to this final gener-
ation. There is power to obey all
the divine laws in the spiritual life,
and there is power to overCome all
sin in the physical life. Sin has been
fully defined. Full power is avail-
able to all. We can all avoid being
deceived and shortchanged by Satan
and, through Christ, we can receive
our heritage of eternal life. May
we, each one, indeed "Fear God,
and give glory to him." Revelation
147

Food for Thought
You have excused yourself for

speaking evil of your brother or
sister or neighbor to others before
going to him, and taking the steps
which God has absolutely com-
manded. You say, UWhy, r did not
speak to anyone until 1 was so bur-
dened that I could not refrain."
What burdened you? Was it not a
plain neglect of your own duty, of
a thus saith the Lord? You were
under the guilt of sin because you
did not go and tell the offender his
fault between you and him alone. If
you did not do this, if you diso-
beyed God, how could you be oth-
erwise than burdened unless your
heart was hardened while you were
trampling the command of God un-
der foot, and in your heart hating
your brother or neighbor? And
what way have you found to un-
burden yourself? God reproves you
for a sin of omission, in not telling
your brother his fault, and you ex-
cuse and comfort yourself by a sin
of commission, by telling your
brother's faults to another person! Is
this the right way to purchase ease,
by committing sin?
All your efforts to save the err-

ing may be unavailing. They may
repay you evil for good. They may
be enraged rather than convinced.
What if they hear to no good pur-
pose, and pursue the evil course
they have begun? This will fre-
quently occur. Sometimes the mild-
est and tenderest reproof will have
no good effect. In that case, the
blessing you wanted another to
receive by pursuing a course of
righteousness, ceasing to do evil,
and learning to do weill will return
into your own bosom. If the erring
persist in sin, treat them kindly,
and leave them with your heavenly
Father. You have delivered your
soul; their sin no longer rests upon
you; you are not now partaker of
their sin. But if they perish, their
blood is upon their own head.

Testimollies, vol. 2, 52-54
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Exercjses

(

H AVE YOU ever had that
sinking feeling in the pit of

your stomach that signals failure?
The sure sign that your efforts just
haven't accomplished what you had
hoped or maybe even thought they
would. Sometimes it steals gradually
over you like the fog rolling quietly
in through the dark of night. Then
again, it may come with all the sub-
tlety of a bomb blast, shallering
long-cherished ambitions into ir-
recoverable oblivion.
It isn't pleasant. Fortunately the

Christian may take consolation in
knowing that the Lord brings to us
only those experiences which are
needful. But still, it isn't pleasant.
A little reflection. however,

points out the even greater frustra-
tion which must be experienced by
those who have lost the assurance
of God's blessing. The sting of per-
sonal humiliation and defeat added
to the guilt of an outraged con-
science is strong medicine which
the Lord administers reluctantly.
Such drastic measures are reserved
for those whom the Lord loves, but
who have steadfastly ignored a
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thousand lesser entreaties to walk in
the path appointed them by God.
Sadly though, the treatment of last
resort is often despised and taken as
the supposed "reason" for the final,
irrevocable hardening of the heart.
Exercises in futility. Such silly

ways we humans choose to ruin
ourselves. You'd think we'd learn-
but the evidence says we don't.

Battle Creek saw a memorable
string of such failed efforts in the
early years of this century. Parts of
the story-such as the "iceberg
vision"-have found a place among
the confirmed classics of Adventist
history and are familiar to many
church members. Other tales, lesser
known and seldom recounted, drive
the lessons home to all who are will-
ing to listen.
The difficulties, though they had

roots reaching back at least 20
years, began climbing towards the
crisis point when Dr. Kellogg's The
Living Temple made its appearance
in 1902. The good doctor and those
who supported him felt that the
book was fine; the majority of the

Futj]jty

Dave Fiedler

General Conference Committee ob-
jected to its unbiblical teachings
and canceled their former plan of
selling 500,000 copies through de-
nominational channels.
There was talk of revising the

book, since Dr. Kellogg desperately
needed the profits, but after several
urevisions" the core teaching of
pantheism still remained. Opinions
became solidified on both sides of
the question, and the tension rose.
By October of 1903, most Adventist
physicians had rallied to Kellogg's
support. Too, there were a number
of prominent educational and min-
isterial workers who, for a variety
of reasons, supported the "new
philosophy" as it was called.
For those who opposed Kellogg's

views, the outlook was grim, and
worsening. The climax came at a
special meeting of church leaders
held in Washington, D.C. Normal
business proceedings came to a
standstill as the proponents of The
Living Temple aggressively lobbied
for its acceptance by the church.
And then a package of letters ar-

rived from a little grey-haired lady

o



in California who had dreamed of a
ship striking an iceberg. It was time
to "meet it," and The Living
Temple died away as its advocates
confessed that the Lord had spoken
through those timely letters.
But such admissions did little to

change hearts which were steeled
against the Lord's leading. Back at
Battle Creek things continued to
simmer, but at least one lesson had
been learned-Ellen White, despite
her years, still had influence in Ad-
ventism. The solution was obvious:
discredit her.
And so began a work of slander

and deception which plagues us yet
today. Dr. Kellogg, perhaps really
believing his god-in-everything
doctrine, began to make little com-
ments. Not comments that would
find their way into print, mind you,
but just a word here and there as
opportunity presented itself. To a
good Adventist brother of means
from Wisconsin, for instance. he
confided that Ellen White's testimo-
nies weren't reatly all that impor-
tant. "We don't need them. We all
have the same within us, and we
need no middleman,,,I
Such insinuations spread like

wildfire. By October of 1905, A. G.
Daniells could write: "There is a
steady, secret, stealthy influence at
work all through our ranks to create
doubt regarding the messages [of
the spirit of prophecy] now coming
to this people. . . . Our General
Conference brethren who attended

They feared that
the Lord couldn't
take care of His

own prophet

the camp meetings met it eve-
rywhere. It is working like leaven,
or a deadly contagion.'"
Often this work was done, not

by attacking Sister White, but only
by reducing the dependability of
the "testimonies." One of the fa-
vorite complaints was that W. C.
White was a behind-the-scenes

(

manipulator. Evidently fearing that
the Lord couldn't take care of His
own prophet, some kind soul let El-
len White in on the secret. Her
response?
"I learn reports are circulated

that W. C. White manipulates his
mother's writings.
BAll have known how much

W. C. White manipulates his moth-
er's writings, when he has been

Never before had
she heard that he

was accepting
bribes

separated from me very much of
the time for the years before this
year 1905, and we have, when we
could get together, planned much
and done so little in issuing books.
But I utterly deny the charges."·
Such words would satisfy any

who placed confidence in Ellen
White, but some who felt they knew
better decided to put her to the test.
About this time there was a

complicated legal struggle going on
over the Battle Creek "Dime Taber-
nacle." Again, the advantage of
surprise was denied those who were
in the wrong, since Ellen White
knew all about it well in advance:
"I have seen that the leaders in the
medical work in Battle Creek will
try to secure possession of the Tab-
ernacle. Their scheming is so subtle
that I greatly fear that this may be
accomplished.""
"The disaffected ones will make

every effort possible to secure the
Tabernacle, and to gain other ad-
vantages by which to disseminate
their wrong theories and carry for-
ward their apostasy. But the Lord
lives and reigns. I am writing out
the cautions He gives me. I will not
give up."s
The legal maneuvering for con-

trol of the Tabernacle proceeded in
secret. There was still that thorny
problem of Ellen White's influence.
If only that could be resolved, then
opposition to the Sanitarium's an-

nexing of the Tabernacle would be
well nigh silenced. But what to do?

A key player in the Battle Creek
drama had the answer. All that was
needed to discredit the spirit of
prophecy was one undeniably false
testimony. Just one, but preferably
one that showed that Ellen White
could be influenced, and better yet
if it had the smack of injustice.
And so it was that a mysterious

letter arrived in California. Dated
February 15, 1907, it offered Ellen
White something she was used to
receiving-inside information, but
this time the source was different.
In fact, there was no source. The
letter was signed merely, "A friend
of the cause."
It was written in the fashion of

the best detective novel, and told
how Ellen White's own nephew,
F. E. Belden, had sold out to Dr.
Kellogg. Now it was no secret that
Belden had wandered far from the
Lord. Ellen White had pled with
him many a time to retrace his
steps, but never before had she
heard that he was accepting bribes
for his part in ensuring a favorable
verdict from a fifteen-man com-
mittee on which he had served
during an investigation of Kellogg's
Michigan Benevolent Association.
The letter spoke of regular pay-

ments over a period of months, and
of one in particular: HOne morning
shortly after the Committee of Fif-
teen had reported, Dr. K. ordered a
check filled out for $1324.08, and
sent out to his house so that he
could sign it, and on the afternoon
of the very same day F. E. Belden's
bank book, (left among other things
on his desk while he was absent for
a short time) showed the same iden-
tical figures ($1324.08), entered by
the bank on the credit side of his
account there."
Now this was not mere rumor.

No, the writer wanted to make that
point quite clear: "I will send this
to you c/o G. W. Amadon and
Elder Campbell [first elder and pas-
tor of the church in Battle Creek],
and on a separate slip will let them
know the name of a reliable party
whom I designate as (R) who in the
forenoon referred to saw the check
which was made out. and who in
the afternoon, saw the very same
figures on the credit side of the
bank book mentioned.

o
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"The party to whom I refer as
(R) will affirm my statement when
asked about it by Brother Amadon,
and will also refer him to another
person (N), who also saw both the
check and the bank book entry. He
is a friend of Professor Belden, and
so am I, but we care more for the
prosperity of the cause of truth
than to uphold or shield any indi-
vidual in wrong doing,,,6
On first examination this infor-

mation might appear to be a god-
send. What else would show so well
the perfidy of those who were just
then engaged in an effort to steal
aW3Y the Tabernacle? We might ex-
pect Ellen White to act at once with
such 3n advantage on her side.
Surely a testimony based on this in-
form3tion would help settle the
confusion at Battle Creek. So rea-
soned the author of the letter. And
he w3ited expectantly, for he knew
one thing he had neglected to men-
tion-it was all a lie; there never
had been such a payment.
What a story it would have

made! Misguided prophet writes
false testimony based on hearsay
evidence! But it wasn't to be. Ellen
White had no interest in such help.
She had her instructions from One,
who never erred-what need was
there to speak that which she had
not been shown?
In Battle Creek, the anonymous

letter writer-none other than F. E.
Belden himself-found things going
poorly. The hoped-for testimony

He spoke 34 times,
taking the

allowable five
minutes each time

never came, and evidence showing
conclusively that the Sanitarium
trustees were maneuvering to gain
control of the Tabernacle had been
given to Elder M. N. Campbell.
Now in a position to move

ahead, Campbell began the public
proceedings necessary to place the
ownership of the Tabernacle in the
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hands of the West Michigan Con-
ference. Such a Course had never
been followed before, but it seemed
a much better option than leaving it
for Kellogg to take. Despite his dis-
appointment, Belden continued to
play the key role as spokesman for
the Sanitarium faction. At the first
meeting he spent much of the time
shouting accusations. At the second
he objected to every step of the

Interest in
Dr. Kellogg's

distorted doctrines
is on the rise

process, speaking 34 times and
taking the allowable five minutes
each time.
On the afternoon of March 14,

1907, as the final meeting drew on,
Elder Campbell called a group of
men together for prayer. George
Amadon, an acquaintance of Sister
White's since the fall of 1853, re-
peated again and again, uOh, if
only Sister White were here. If only
Sister White were here." But she
wasn't, of course, They all knew
she was in California. Still, Amadon
continued to moan, "If only Sister
White were here,"
Ten minutes before the meeting

began, a knock at the door broke
the stillness. "Is Mr. Campbell
here?" asked the boy from Western
Union. The telegram, the shortest
testimony on record, read simply,
"Philippians 1:27,28. (Signed) Ellen
G. White."
As the meeting began, they

opened their Bibles and read: "Only
let your conversation be as it be-
cometh the gospel of Christ: that
whether I come and see you, or else
be absent, I may hear of your af-
fairs, that ye stand fast in one
spirit, with one mind striving to-
gether for the faith of the gospel;
and in nothing terrified by your
adversaries: which is to them an
evident token of perdition, but to
you of salvation, and that of God."
Though "there was a persistent

and unreasonable opposition to
every step taken," by II: 15 that
night the work was done and the
final vote taken. The Battle Creek
Tabernacle would not be used for
the promulgation of pantheism,
after all.
And so it went. Talented men,

gifted men, conducting exercises in
futility, refusing to acknowledge
their wrong, pressing persistently
on in their own faulty course to the
destruction of their souls. And
dragging others with them. What
excuse will these men offer in the
day of accounting? We can only
look back, ponder the perversity of
their deception, and marvel.
But even today the futility of

evil holds an enchantment for some.
Incredible as it may seem, we have
those among us who claim to see
great value in the misguided state-
ments of the extinguished "bright
lights" from 80 years ago.
Interest in Dr. Kellogg's dis-

torted doctrines is on the rise,
There are those today who assert
that he was right and that Ellen
White was wrong. They explain in
knowing fashion that W. C. White
and others manipulated the testi-
monies, that she was influenced by
what she heard, that Dr. Kellogg
was driven from the church by
those who sought unlimited power.
They have been so kind as to

publish for us the rantings of the
good doctor's troubled mind as he
lashed out in September of 1907
against everyone and anyone in the
church who had ever had occasion
to disagree with him. And if this
were not enough, there is talk of
placing before the church The Liv-
ing Temple itself.

No doubt there will be a market
for the book. And the simple truth
of history will be demonstrated
again: how little we learn, how
futile our fallacies. !iii

I. Letter, Marlha Amadon to E. W.
Farnsworlh, M:1rch 22, 1906: for a simple
account of this period. see Milton Hook,
Flames Over Battle Creek, 112-122
2. See A. L. White. The Laler £Ims-

haw!lI Years, 61
3. Manuscript 177. 1905
4. Letter 306, 1906
5. Letter 348. 1906
6. E. G. White Estate Document File
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00········1 Religions Liberty Update
Dictating Doctrine: Many Catholics
see religiously inspired activism as a
danger. As bishops aggressively op-
pose abortion, a surprising number
of Catholic politicians publicly
question the hierarchy's commit-
ment to a pluralistic society, Na-
tional Catholic Register, July 6,
1986

Real Need: Highly conservative
fundamentalist Christians have be-
come a political force, crossing
party lines and voting the Bible, as
it were. But is the United States a
Christian country, or should it be-
come one? Most of those men
pOliticians like to refer to as the
founding fathers would abhor the
idea. States founded upon any
religion at best become legalistic,
intolerant. at worst totalitarian. Iran
is such a state. OUf own colonial
Puritans fled religious persecution
so that they could be free to chain
themselves in an iron legalism so in-
tolerant it was sometimes mur-
derous. This tottering republic does
not need anyone's Christian values,
fundamentalist or otherwise, im-
posed upon it. What it does need is
values oriented toward justice and
human dignity. National Catholic
Reporter, August 15, 1986

Un-American: Education Secretary
William J. Bennett wants the schools
to do more to inculcate moral
values. As for separation of church
and state, American and Judeo-
Christian values are "flesh of the
flesh" and inseparable. Los Angeles
Times, August 24, 1986

Dil'inc Justice? In Indianapolis, the
Reverend Greg Dixon, who en-
dorses prayer for death as a last
resort said, "We're tired of turning
the other cheek." Prosecutors,
judges, sheriffs and the like are
targets of Dixon's "Courts of
Divine Justice." His first aim is to
have foes repent and see the error
of their ways. A second alternative
is that they be removed from their
positions of authority. Finally, ask-
ing God to strike them dead could
be a last-resort alternative. USA
Today, June II, 1986

Serious Dh'isions: An opinIOn sur-
vey examining the deepening hos-
tility between liberal and conserva-
tive Christians in the United States
has indicated that increased contact
and communication between the
two groups-often thought to ease
the animosity-usually only makes
matters worse. Those who had spent
a lot of time should have been the
least prejudiced. Instead, they
were . the most prejudiced.
Ideological divisions are more
serious now than they have been
any time this century. Los Angeles
Times, August 16, 1986

Revolution: Jordan's King Hussein
called on Dana Hall School
(Wellesley, MA) graduates to help
begin a worldwide moral revolu-
tion. "I believe the basic traditional
and moral imperatives of the past
should be restored. It will require a
moral revolution to accomplish this.
The world has become one, and
each of us, regardless of his
passport, is a citizen of that world."
Los Allge/es Times, June 9, 1986

Theocracy? Conservative evangeli-
cals are flexing their political
muscle from the precinct to the na-
tional level. TV evangelist Pat
Robertson's appeal: The promise of
a nation where church and state are
inseparable, where abortion, por-
nography and homosexual rights are
outlawed. Christian values are
taught in the schools and states are
free of Supreme Court uplots" to
remove religion from public life.
USA Toda)', July 15, 1986

Establishment Catalyst: Public
school principals and teachers have
indicated that they are worried. The
Reagan administration and conser-
vative religious groups which have
enthusiastically supported equal ac-
cess, religiolls clubs, may learn that
they have opened a Pandora's box.
America's religious communities are
bitterly divided on the subject.
Catholic and fundamentalist Protes-
tant groups supported the concept
to lobby the Supreme Court to al-
low closer ties between church and
state. Church and Stale, May, 1986

Control: Catholicism is not an
American sideshow. The Catholic
Church is a major part of our na-
tional and international life. Taxes
assist the universities where the
Vatican is attacking academic
freedom and integrity. It is naive to
underestimate the potential for
good or ill that ties in religious
bodies of that magnitude. The
Vatican claims supernatural
authority to control Catholic
thinkers. Authoritarianism insults
and relates to authority as rape re-
lates to love, writes Daniel C.
Maguire, professor of theology at
Marquette University. San Fran-
cisco Chrollicle, August 27, 1986

Supreme Religion: During the 1984
election, an organization sent out a
newsletter with the headline: "Only
pro-life voters can stop abortion."
Jaques Ellul, in The New Demons,
calls politics "the supreme religion
of this age." Most Americans do
not trust God to bring justice; we
appeal to our federal government.
How did first-century Christians
turn their pagan world upside
down? They had no voting rights,
no mass-mailings, no organization.
But they had a great impact on
their world, and it came through
the simple gospel and its ability to
change lives. Moody MOllthly,
July/August 1986

New Strategy: The first 1988
presidential candidate to genuinely
grasp the timeliness of cultural con-
servatism "could very quickly find
himself with a powerful national
constituency." Cultural conser-
vatism "does not ask anyone to
believe that traditional values are
absolutely true, only that these
values succeed in providing for
citizens in our culture." Govern-
ment has an important role in
upholding the society's moral
fabric-by its use of the 'bully
pulpit' inherent in government, and
sometimes, by legislation, according
to leading New Right strategist Paul
Weyrich. The lVal/derer, May 15,
1986

April 1987 Our Firm Foundation 19



B ABYLON IS fallen, is fallen."
(Isaiah 21:9) Many students of

God's Word associate this declara-
tion with the book of Revelation
alone, overlooking its origin in the
Old Testament. Later, Jeremiah
pronounced the same doom on the
mightiest nation of his day. "Bab-
ylon is suddenly fallen and de-
stroyed." (Jeremiah 51:8) The use
of the precise Old Testament lan-
guage in Revelation 14 and 18 leads
us to examine the lessons to be
learned from the fall of literal
Babylon; indeed the second angel's
message and the loud-cry message
cannot be fully understood without
a study of the fall of literal
Babylon.
The doctrinal prem ise of the

Babylonian faith was that salvation
could be assured to men and women
who were uncleansed from sin.
From this promise made by Satan
stemmed the idolatry so characteris-
tic of the heathen nations. Small
wonder then that the second angel,
looking specifically at the fallen
Christian churches, had to declare:
"Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that
great city." (Revelation 14:8) And
the loud-cry angel emphasized the
devilish basis of the Babylon creeds.
"And he cried mightily with a
strong voice, saying, Babylon the
great is fallen, is fallen, and is be-
come the habitation of devils, and
the hold of every foul spirit, and a
cage of every unclean and hateful
bird." Revelation 18:2
Today in many Seventh-day Ad-

ventist Churches, we barely hear a
whisper of this truth of God. In-
deed, there are some who would

lead us back to those churches of
Babylon as if they had never fallen
from their elevated calling, and as
if God had never spoken to us in
warning. (Some suggest that the fall
of Babylon represents the conver-
sion of souls as men renounce self-
centeredness. This interpretation,
unfounded in Scripture, is an at-
tempt to divert attention away from
that system of worship which is
represented by Babylon.) Naturally
the preaching of the second angel's
message and the loud-cry message
of Revelation are not designed as
public relations ventures for our
church. We can hardly expect others
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to shout our praises while we sol-
emnly preach this message. Shall
such considerations override God's
imperative to preach this great
divine denunciation? While this
message would hardly qualify for
inclusion in Dale Carnegie's book,
How La Win Friends and Influence
People, nevertheless it will effec-
tively stir the consciences of those
true folk still on the fringes of
Babylon. The question we must face

is whether we wish to win the ac-
claim of those who despise truth or
whether we so earnestly desire to
rescue God's flock in Babylon that
we are impelled to declare His mes-
sage.

We note that many today are
Jonahs fleeing from God's com-
mand to warn Nineveh. Nineveh
was Babylonian in its religious prac-
tices. This apostasy constrained a
loving heavenly Father to send the
prophet Jonah to warn of the im-
pending fall of Nineveh, so that His
righteous people could be rescued
from sin. Had Jonah failed, accord-
ing to his inclination to give the
warning, many souls would have
perished. The task was unpleasant.
No doubt Jonah felt there were bet-
ter ways. He may have felt that a
thorough-going public relations
program, based on the contribution
by those of the Israelite faith to
charity programs, would be a more
positive approach and more likely
to strike a responsive chord in the
hearts of the citizens of Nineveh;
but God was adamant. The message
Jonah must present was one of
doom. God's command was: "Arise,
go to Nineveh, that great city, and
cry against it; for their wickedness
is come up before me." Jonah 1:2
Why did God use such a "nega-

tive" approach? He did so because
the Lord is "not willing that any
should perish, but that all should
come to repentance." (2 Peter 3:9)
God in His wisdom devised the
message which would be the most
effective. He loved the people of
Nineveh and thus He wished only
for their salvation. For this very
same reason the Lord asks us to
have the courage to present the
second angel's message. We can
never fulfill God's will in proclaim-
ing the fall of Babylon while we
fraternize with church organizations
which are part of Babylon.
Let us examine just one example

which has become very popular in
recent years. Only three or four
decades ago it was virtually un-
known for an Adventist pastor to
join the ministers' fraternity in the
town where he worked. There were
two perfectly understandable rea-
sons for this. Perceiving that the
organizations represented by these
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ministers had been declared Baby-
lon by God, our pastors felt them-
selves. as preachers of His pure
truth. disqualified from a group
which encouraged desecration of
God's holy day and rejected the
judgment-hour message. Also, be-
cause OUf pastors courageously
proclaimed the fall of Babylon,
they were unwelcome in the frater-
nity. Obviously, we cannot expect
this group to appreciate the message
God has given us to preach. But as
we have fraternized with, and
joined these groups, it has become
more and mOre difficult to proclaim
the fallen state of their churches.
As many of us have studied in their
seminaries. we have lost OUf acute
perception of their evil defiance of
the Law of Jehovah and have even
Questioned, in some cases, the cor-
rectness of God's denunciation of
their spiritual fall. But God's Word
cannot be lightly regarded. We must
ask ourselves whether we put the
favor of men before OUf duty to
God? Many, forgetting that "Yea,
and all that will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution," (2
Timothy 3:12) have cited the kindly
attitude of those of other faiths
towards us as justification for mut-
ing the second angel's message.
Undoubtedly our love for the

ministers and members of other
faiths should be greater than ever
before. We should, and must, work
for them with all the wisdom and
Christian affection God has given
us. But we cannot and must not
work together with them. We must
ever be minded that to do so is to
seriously weaken our witness. It is
no lesser sin than the /ratenzi=atioll
0/ the children 0/ Israel with the /la-
tions surrounding them. That the
churches of Protestantism were
declared fallen cannot be denied.
And this fall will become even
greater.
uThe message of the second an-

gel djd not reach its complete ful-
fHlment in 1844. The churches then
experienced a moral fall, in con-
sequence of their refusal of the
light of the Advent message; but
that fall was not complete. As they
have continued to reject the special
truths for this time they have fallen
lower and lower. Not yet, however.
can it be said that 'Babylon is fal-
len, .. because she made all lla-

tions drink of the wine of the wrath
of her fornication.' She has not yet
made all nations do this. The spirit
of world-conforming and indif-
ference to the testing truths for our
time, exists and has been gaining
ground in churches of the Protes-
tant faith in all the countries of
Christendom; and these churches
are included in the solemn and ter-
rible denunciation of the second
angel. But the work of apostasy has
not yet reached its culmination."
The Great COll/rovers.v, 383
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Many in Protestantism today
recognize that their churches have
fallen. These true folk are appalled
as they see the inroads of the ecu-
menical movement into the faith
which they hold precious. Many in
dismay acknowledge that doctrinal
purity based upon the clear testi-
monies of God's Word is not valued
any longer and that compromise is
the order of the day. When the
Unibng Church of Australia was
formed in 1977, the Congregation-
alist, Methodist and Presbyterian
Churches fused. The doctrinal gulf
between these churches was enor-
mous. For example, for centuries
sincere Christians had sought to
resolve the dispute over the nature
of salvation. While the Presbyteri-
ans stoutly defended the doctrine
that God predestines men and
women to salvation, the Methodists
just as stoutly defended the doc-
trine of free will. Over the last two
millennia this has been one of the
most disputed areas of Christian
doctrine. Yet when the Uniting
Church of Australia was formed,
many highly educated clergy from
both traditions admitted that they
had never given this major doc-
trinal difference a moment's con-
sideration.

It is this lack of fidelity to the
message of Scripture which arouses
the desire of the Anglican Church
to unite once again with Rome. and
of the Lutheran Church to return to
that which Martin Luther so boldly
rejected over four and one-half
centuries ago. If we do not warn
the members of these churches that
this compromise is evidence of the
fallen condition of their churches.
how will they know and who will
indeed warn them? To associate
with them in various organizations
will not serve as that warning. It
will simply encourage the view that
the Seventh-day Adventist Church
offers little, if anything, more than
their own churches do. As those
bearing this last warning to the
world. we must corne close to these
people without joining them in any
way which would weaken our wit-
ness. lust as we would avoid joining
a fraternity of Hindu priests, or
African witch doctors, or Chinese
ancestor worshipers. so also we
should refrain from association of
that kind with ministers of those
churches which God has already
condemned as fallen since they no
longer truly serve Christ.
Just as the fall of literal Babylon

led to its eventual overthrow and
obliteration as a nation, so the fall
of its spiritual succeSSOr will lead to
its destruction. The tragic end of
false Christianity along with all
other false religions. testifies to
God's requirement of purity of
faith. Satan has offered numerous
counterfeits of the truth, all based
on the single theme that obedience
to God's law is so unimportant that
those continuing in sin need not
fear exclusion from God's kingdom.
Those who have followed the

basic premise of Babylonian doc-
trine have defied the message of
God's judgment. For SUCh, the Sab-
bath loses its true import as the sign
of sanctification. Thus the judg-
ment and the Sabbath become key
doctrjnes which the fallen churches
of Babylon reject. How we need to
value these doctrines! When truly
understood and humbly followed by
those who have forsaken all and
placed themselves at the feet of
Jesus, these truths stand as bul-
warks against the universal apostasy
of the last days. Ii!!
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The Miracle of
Hartland

YOU PEOPLE STOLE this property," so declared
the late Dr. John Hart, former owner of Hartland

Hall Plantation, now Hartland Institute. Then, with a
twinkle in his eye he added, "But [ couldn't think of
nicer people than the Seventh-day Adventists." This
beautiful property had ten homes and a magnificent
18,000 square-foot mansion adorning its 761 acres of
rolling farmland and deciduous
forest. Located in the Piedmont
Valley of Virginia, in view of the
peaceful mountains of the Blue
Ridge, the Institute is just 80
miles south of the White House
and 40 miles north of the univer-
sity city of Charlottesville.
It is not, however, the beauty

of the property that is the thrust
of Hartland Institute. It is its dynamic mInistry. In less
than four years the Institute has developed a Bible-
centered Christian college, a health center, two health
Clinics, a publishing house, an extensive agricultural
program, a wide range of soul-winning ministries, a
worldwide series of Bible conferences for the church, a
youth paper, a small elementary and secondary school
for staff children, and a number of other regularly pub-
lished journals.
The Lord has brought together a dedicated team of

spiritual leaders with strong training and skills to direct
the various ministries of the Institute. He has also
brought a group of 70 committed students from around
the United States and the world to be educated to dedi-
cate their lives selflessly to the final proclamation of
God's message of love and power,
The college offers four-year programs with majors in

pastoral evangelism, Christian education, Christian busi-
ness administration, health ministry, and nutritional min-
istry. Like the schools of the prophets, the college at-
tracts young people who are intelligent, studious, and
committed to the Lord. They undertake programs
designed to prepare them in service for God and man.
No egocentric goals are placed before them.
In response to God's counsel, the students' minds are

put to the stretch by the Bible-based curricula. They are
required to reach job-entry competencies in a trade or
occupational area before graduation, As the third arm of
their physical, mental, and spiritual education, they are
all involved in community-outreach ministry. These ac-
tivities include Bible studies, Revelation and Daniel
seminars, colporteur ministry, evangelism, cooking
schools, weight-control programs, stop-smoking clinics,
cardiac evaluation, and health ministries in super-
markets.

r

Students and staff are member of even area churches
from which many of these ministries are launched. It is
planned that students of all majors will be part of soul-
winning ministries before they graduate from the col-
lege, Of the thousands of contacts made, a number have
resulted in men and women accepting the great end-time
mesage and being baptized into the Advent Church,

The health center is the focal point of the
medical work. Under the leadership of dedicated
physicians, nurses, hydro therapists, nutritionists,
and an exercise physiologist, men and women with
degenerative diseases such as cardiovascular dis-
.ease, diabetes, arthritis, hypertension, obesity,
stroke, and cancer come for a 25-day program of
lifestyle change built upon the simple, effective
remedies of God.

It has been most rewarding to see diabetics,
who come wholly dependent upon medication, leave
without the need of medication and their diabetes fully
controlled. It has been heartening to see those come with
maximal dosages of nitroglycerin, yet with unabated an-
gina, leave with freedom from heart pain without the
use of medication, It has been amazing to see an
autoimmune ulcer, unresponsive to the best treatment at
a renowned university medical center, disappear under
God's treatment program. It has been thrilling to see the
chronically depressed restored to productive function
again. Above all', it has been wonderful to see men and
women commit their lives to Christ in response to what
He has done in healing their diseases.
The two health clinics are operated in conjunction

with local churches at Hyattsville, Maryland, and Char-
lottesville, Virginia. The same careful medical missionary
work is fulfilled in these urban areas as is carried out in

1
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the outpatient clinic at the Institute itself. Patients from
these clinics often choose to come to the Hartland Health
Center for more intensive treatments, and of course in
such cases the city clinic serves as a follow-up center for
these patients.
Hartland Publications is the successor to Historic

Truth Publications, formerly located in Paradise, Cali-
fornia. It offers many excellent books focusing upon the
central themes of the Advent message, education, health,
and family issues. Hartland Publications also offers a
wide range of audio and video tapes, featuring some of
the finest speakers in the denomination upon similar
themes to those contained in the books it offers. Listings
are readily obtained from the publication office.
Students and staff are continually engaged in soul-

saving activities. In the first year of the Institute,
hundreds of residents in this rural area were visited and
invited to come to Hartland and be blessed by its various
ministries. Subsequently, colporteuring has become a fo-
cal point of not only summer ministries, but also of min-
istries during the year and has resulted in baptisms as
well as needed finances for student education. Daniel
and Revelation seminars have been productive soul-
winning outreaches as have Bible studies. A wide range
of health ministries has provided a most effective way to
bridge the gap of those reluctant to participate in direct
Bible study and also has been a blessing to new converts
wanting a healthier way of life. Quite a number of stu-
dents have tasted of mission service in places such as
Belize and the Cayman Islands.
Hartland Bible Conferences have now been held in

five countries on three continents and invitations to
others will shortly extend this number. Already 25 con-

ferences have been held bringing the dynamic Advent
message to many thousands of people. Large numbers
have recommitted their lives to Christ and to the finish-
ing of the gospel ministry. Some on the verge of leaving
God's church have been wooed back to its fellowship.
Each conference features about six of the most able
preachers of righteousness, and of the health message.
Speakers from all levels of denominational work join
with Hartland speakers to preach a message of revival,
repentance and reforma-
tion. Few can be the
same after attending one
of these Conferences
which are held regularly
across North America.
The newest offering

from Hartland is the
youth paper Your Choice.
Published quarterly by
the students of Hartland
College, it is designed by
youth to help fellow youth face the vital issues of today
and to know the message God is calling them to share
with the world. Yearly subscription is by donation in the
hope that those who can will help provide for those who
cannot afford to subscribe. Yearly subscriptions can be
obtained by sending a donation to the editor of Your
Choice at Hartland Institute.

Anyone interested in any facet of Hartland's ministry
may write to Hartland Institute, Box I, Rapidan, VA
22733. We covet your prayers for Hartland's continued
loyalty to God's pattern of education and missionary
work.

You Can Help Build This Health Center
A center where God's methods for medical and spiritual care will bless thousands

WE NEED YOU: MAY-NOVEMBER 1987 ANYTIME
SEPTEMBER 9-23, 1987 MARANATHA FLIGHTS

Special Nced-
Heavy equipment operators with experience in sewer and water installation.

Also Necded-
Carpenters
Plumbers
Electricians

-eONTACT-
Hartland Health Center
P.O. Box I
Rapidan, VA 22733

(703) 672-3100
Warren R. Peters, M.D.
Linda Ball, R.N.

Landscapers
Tapers (dry wall)
Heating and cooling specialists

General laborers
Painters

Maranatha Flights International
P.O. Box 68
Berrien Springs, MI 49103

(616) 471-3961
Don Noble
Sylvia Kalua
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- Home Religion -

BEHOLD WHAT manner of
love the Father hath bestowed

upon us, that we should be called
the sons of God: therefore the
world knoweth us not, because it
knew him not. Beloved, now are we
the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we
know that, when he shall appear,
we shall be like him; for we shall
see him as he is. And every man
that hath this hope in him purifieth
himself, even as he is pure. Whoso-
ever committeth sin transgresseth
also the law: for sin is the transgres-
sion of the law. And ye know that
he was manifested to take away our
sins; and in him is no sin. Whoso-
ever abideth in him sinneth not:
whosoever sinneth hath not seen
him, neither known him." It is im-
possible for us to have Christ abid-
ing in OUf hearts unless we con-
stantly behold Him.
HLittle children, let no man

deceive you: he that doeth right-
eousness is righteous, even as he is

...... -

righteous. He that committeth sin is
of the devil; for the devil sinneth
from the beginning. For this pur-
pose the Son of God was mani-
fested, that he might destroy the
works of the devil. Whosoever is
born of God doth not commit sin;
for his seed remaineth in him; and
he can not sin. because he is born
of God." [I John 3:1-8]
In the second chapter of his

epistle John says, UMy little chil-
dren, these things write I unto you,
that ye sin not. And jf any man sin,
we have an advocate with the Fa-
ther, Jesus Christ the righteous: and
he is the propitiation for our sins:
and not for ours only, but also for
the sins of the whole world." [2:1,
2]
This means that we have a world

on our hands. It is of no use for us
to think that we can follow our
preferences or natural tendencies.
We have a world on our hands, and
we are to make known the saving
principles of our Lord Jesus

......

Ellen G. White
.........

Christ-the principles that have
been committed to us to impart to
the world. God wants us to be
faithful stewards of the grace of
Christ
"Therefore the world knoweth

us not. because it knew him not."
[3: I] It does not understand the
principles that underlie our course
of action. We must stand before
God with a conscience void of of-
fense. There are wonderful privi-
leges for everyone of us. God
never places before us a require-
ment without giving us the power
to perform it. He never asks us to
take one step in advance of Him.
He leads the way, and we are to fol-
low after. Following Him, we are in
no danger of going astray. Thus
only can we perfect a Christian
character as stewards of the grace
of God.
To us has been entrusted the

truth of the gospel for this time. It
is a wonderful, wonderful treasure,
and the Lord desires us to have our-
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Your
be an

eyes enlightened and our hearts
Quickened. He desires us to be
nerved and strengthened by the
power that He will give us if we
will only be true to Him. He desires
everyone of us to perfect a charac-
ter after the divine similitude. The
Christian who does not do this casts
reflection on God. He dishonors his
Saviour. Those who have access to
the words written in the Scripture
are without excuse if they do not
apply these words to themselves, if
they do not thus cleanse their hearts
from sin. By the light shining from
the throne of God upon our path-
way, we shall be judged at the last
great day.
uWoe unto thee, Chorazin! woe

unto thee, Bethsaida!" Christ said;
lifor if the mighty works, which
were done in you, had been done in
Tyre and Sidon, they would have
repented long ago in sackcloth and
ashes. But I say unto you, It shall be
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon
at the day of judgment, than for
you." [Matthew 11:21, 22]
To have light shining upon the

pathway in the clearness of the
gospel of Christ, as it has shone
upon our pathway, is a fearful
responsibility. We are to follow on
step by step, with OUf eyes fixed on
OUf Leader. He will not lead us one
step out of the right way.
God gave Christ to our world to

save us from eternal death. Behold
Him, behold Him! Keep looking

The saving grace
of Christ is to
begin its work in

our homes

•

upon Him till you reflect His im-
age. Do not accept the words of any
man, unless you can see that he is
conformed to the divine image, be-
cause if you do, you sustain him in
doing wrong; you sustain him by
asking his counsel and following his
directions. What we need is the

word pure from the holy Bible.
Christ has bidden us conform our
lives to His life. We are to know
what it means to keep the com-
mandments of God in truth and
righteousness. The love that was in
the heart of Christ is to be in our
hearts. that we may reveal it to
those around us. We need to be
daily strengthened by the deep love
of God, and to let this love shine
forth to those around us.
Brethren and sisters. you are to

reveal this love from the very be-
ginning of the married life. It is to
be the guiding principle in the
family. Let your children see that
you are controlled by the Spirit of
God. Every member of the family
is to be brought under subjection to
the will and way of God.
I want you to think of the edu-

cation that is to be given in the
home. This education begins with
the parents. They are to build the
home after the pattern that Christ
has given them. They are to teach
what Christ taught, to bless what
Christ blessed, and to correct what
Christ corrected. Sin is not to dwell
in the mortal bodies of those who
have committed themselves, body
and soul. to Christ.

There is no middle ground pre-
sented before us. The cross of Cal-
vary is the great center of the plan
of salvation; and we are to begin to
crucify self at once, that we may be
preparing for a place in the re-
deemed family in the heavenly
courts. What we need is the saving
power of the grace of Christ day by
day. This saving grace is to begin
its work in our homes. Not an an-
gry word is to fall from the lips of
parents. They are to be constantly
under the influence of the Holy
Spirit. They are to realize that they
are the teachers of their children,
and that they are to reveal the
kindness, tenderness, and love of
Christ. And yet they are not to
overlook the faults of their chil-
dren. They are not to gratify their
wishes simply because they desire
gratification. This is not the way to
train children for God. Children are
made happy by being brought un-
der right control. The most unhap-
py children I have ever seen were
those who had never been brought
under control.

You may talk to your children
about bringing them under the con-
trol of God, but it will not have
any influence on them unless you
first teach them to obey you. and
unless they can see that you your-
selves are under the control of God.
Parents. you have a church in

your home, and God demands that
you bring into this church the grace

home is to
example of

what a Christian
home should be

of heaven, which is beyond com-
putation. and the power of heaven.
which is without measure. You can
have this grace and this power if
you will. But you must educate
yourselves in accordance with your
baptismal vows. When you took
these vows, you pledged yourself,
in the name of the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, that you would
live unto God, and you have no
right to break this pledge. The help
of the three great powers is placed
at your disposal. When in the name
of Christ you ask for grace to over-
come, it will be given you; for the
promise is, "Ask, and it shall be
given you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it shall be opened unto
you." [Luke 11:9] Yes, seek God for
aid. If you are in perplexity, do not
go to your neighbors. Learn to
carry your troubles to God. If you
seek. you will find; if you knock, it
will be opened unto you. But this
means faith, faith. faith. Exercise
living faith in Christ, and do not, I
beg of you, step aside out of the
right way.
Your home is to be an example

of what a Christian home should be.
You are to bring your children up
in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord. You are to overcome the
faults which wrestle for the victory,
and which, unless overcome. will
separate you from God.
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The father and mother are to be
respected in the Christian home.
The father is the priest and hausc-
band of the home. The mother is
the teacher of the little ones from
their babyhood, and queen of the
household. Never is she to be
slighted. Never are careless, indif-
ferent words to be spoken to her
before the children. She is their

Are you doing your
God-given work in

the home?

teacher. In thought and word and
deed the father is to reveal the
religion of Christ, that his children
may see plainly that he has a
knowledge of what it means to be a
Christian.
Brethren and sisters, are you

doing your God-given work in the
home? Are you allowing your sons
and daughters to shun the respon-
sibilities that properly belong to
them? Does your daughter sit at a
musical instrument, while the
mother does the cooking? Do the
little ones go to the mother for
everything, when the older ones
ought to be taught to share the bur-
den of caring for them, that the
mother may have time to rest?
Many mothers die years before
their time because they have had to
carry the burdens that ought to
have been willingly borne by
younger shoulders.
Children are to be educated to

deny themselves. At one time, when
I was speaking in Nashville, the
Lord gave me light on this matter.
It flashed upon me with great force
that in every home there should be
a self-denial box, and that into this
box the children should be taught
to put the pennies they would oth-
erwise spend for candy and other
unnecessary things. They are to be
taught that there is a great work to
be done for a needy, suffering

• •
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people, even the colored people of
the Southern States. To them we
must present the truth for this time.
We are to take up intelligently the
work of helping them. A good work
has already been done with these
self-denial boxes, and let no one
lift a finger to hinder this work.
Let no one speak a discouraging
word regarding it; for it is God's
plan, and thus he has said that help
should be sent to the work for the
colored people.
You will find that as the chil-

dren place their pennies in these
boxes, they will gain a great bless-
ing. They will tell the children of
neighboring families what they are
doing, and the way will open for
these boxes to be placed in other
homes. We are not to do anything to
discourage this work. Every mem-
ber of the family, from the oldest
to the youngest, should practice
self-denial.

As the children of such families
grow up, they understand some-
thing about mission work, because
they are taught what it means to
deny self in order that souls may be
brought into the truth. They are
taught that the money which they
save by denying themselves goes to
relieve a race whom the great ma-
jority of people in this country
seem largely to have forgotten. The
colored people need help and edu-
cation and training, and we are
going to work to the point until a
great work is accomplished. As long
as God gives me breath, I shall bear
my testimony regarding this matter.
I thank God that He has means and
ways by which self-denial can be
taught in the family. Thus His
people are to be taught how to do
missionary work, how to go out and
in simplicity open the Word of God
to others. When Questioned about
their faith, they are able to state
plainly and clearly the reasons of
their faith. Such families bring into
the church the influence of their
home training.

A talk by Mrs. E. G. White, May
27, 1905, to the thirty-sixth session
of the General Conference as re-
ported in the Review and Herald,
June 22, 1905

Melange
Bob Vun Kannon

Subject: Age and Eating

On page 148 of the September 6,
1986, issue of Science News it is
reported that a recent study on the
eating habits of old people revealed
that "The older people didn't snack
at all. ...n
I point out that their good eating

habits are one of the reasons why
they have attained to advanced age.
Had they been snacking between
meals all their lives, their lives
would have already been over quite
some time ago.

Subject: Young Pulsar

In the Science News for Novem-
ber 29, 1986, it was reported that a
binary pulsar has been discovered
with a pulse period of .005362
seconds and a temperalure of 5900
degrees Kelvin.
According to modern theories of

star formation, that temperature
would make the star more than 2
billion years old. But according to
the same theory, the pulsar's mag-
netic field which powers the pulsa-
tions should have decayed away to
nothing after only 10 million years.
Since the pulsar is going strong,
then it must be considerably
younger than J 0 million years.
Therefore the modern cosmological
estimate of the star's age is very
wrong.

Subject: Nutrasweet, Again

February 18, 1987, the Associ-
ated Press reported that aspartame
(also known as Nutrasweet or
Equal) has been shown to increase
the frequency of seizures in lab-
oratory mice. Although the study,
conducted at MIT, did not con-
clusively show that aspartame can
cause seizures in humans, it does
add impetus to study the problem.



THE LAST time the great tent
was pitched in the 1842 sea-

son was at Newark, New Jersey,
November 3. It is possible to
present a very detailed picture of
this meeting because the New York
Herald, James Gordon Bennett's
paper, sent a reporter to cover in
detail the happenings of each day.
After making due allowance for
some flippant and occasionally
sacrilegious comment, the news
story bears on the whole the clear
proofs of serious reporting. At least
it gives us the firsthand impressions
of a man who was reporting what
he had seen and heard, in contrast
to the usual practice of the news-
papers of reporting merely hearsay
and rumOr regarding Millerism.
Because the Newark meeting was

typical of Millerite camp meeting
technique we quote at some length
from this reporter's story, which
begins Thursday, November 3. As
the tent began to rise the Millerites
became the one subject of conversa-
tion in the town. The reporter
wrote: "You can form no idea of
the excitement this camp meeting
has created in this very orderly and
sober little town, or city. It is the
universal subject discussed here."
The reporter's story for Satur-

day, the fifth, opens thus: "The ex-
citement is gradually but surely in-
creasing in this place in relation to
the second advent. ...
"Those who think that one of

these Millerite meetings resembles a
Methodist camp meeting are greatly
mistaken; there is much more order,
decorum, and argument in these
Miller meetings. Up to the present
time there has not been a disorderly
person upon the ground; all has
been quiet and decorous."
The order of the services for the

day was first "the ordinary prayer
meeting in the morning," the reg-
ular preaching service at which
Josiah Litch spoke, then the noon-
day meal, then cerrain special
prayer groups at one o'clock, fol-
lowed later in the afternoon by
"Father MiJler's sermon."

Sunday, as naturally would be
expected, was a very important day.
The reporter estimates that u at one
time there were over six thousand
people on the campground today.
, .. There was no riot, no confu-
sion, no disturbance on the camp-
ground."

In his report for Monday, the
seventh, he wrote: uThe excitement
in regard to this camp meeting in-
creases with every succeeding day,
... At any rate, the excitement is
so great, that at all the churches
here yesterday, the respective min-
isters preached against it. Some. ,
denounced Me. Miller as a great
humbug."
At this point the reporter made

his personal observation on Miller:
uHe appears to be very sincere, al-
though he is a Yankee."
The reporter made a few critical

comments on the way some of the
people prayed in their little groups
in the prayer tent between the
general meetings, but he added
immediately: uNow, I have not a
word to say against all this; I re-
peat, there is no doubt of the piety
and sincerity of these people, and
that they have as keen a sense of
propriety as anybody else, and as
much or more morality, but this is a
queer way of showing it."
Though it was a Monday, "there

were six thousand people here to-
day," said the reporter.
He told of a prominent minister

who was coming to Newark within
the next day or two to speak against
Millerism. That seemed to be a
more or less common practice
where Millerite services were held.
It always added to the interest in
the meetings.
On Tuesday, the eighth, on ac-

count of U a terrible storm of wind
and rain" no service was held in the
tent, and uMr, Miller preached a
sermon in the afternoon in one of
the regular churches here," Then
follows a summary of the sermon,
with a concluding note: "This ser-
mon was attended by many ladies
of the first standing, and preachers

of all denominations, and made a
great impression."
On Wednesday the great tent was

raised once more, but the place was
still too damp for meeting, and
"Mr. Miller preached again in the
church in town." The reporter
added: "As he has already con-
verted three ministers in this place,
and secured a footing in one of the
churches, I think it highly advisable
that the learned theologians of New
York should be made fully ac-
quainted with his movements and
his statements, in order that they
may prepare themselves as the min-
isters of this place and Doctor
Brownlee are doing, to controvert
him . ... ] sincerely hope that next
Sunday they will all preach upon it.
Bear in mind, that) am no believer
in or convert to his doctrines, but
he has produced a tremendous im-
pression among the people of this
city and the country round about."

In his report for Thursday, the
tenth, the newsman told of the ser-
mon preached against Millerism by
Doctor Brownlee the preceding
evening and of the great crowds
who sought admittance to his meet-
ing.
The write-up for the eleventh

consists almost wholly of a sum-
mary of the sermon preached by
Miller.
On Saturday a heavy rain pre-

vented the holding of meetings in
the tent. HA large iron foundry,"
with a capacity of 5,000, was hired.
By this time the reporter was rather
used up by the strenuous program
of attending all the services, for he
remarked: H( have to attend their
meetings, morning, noon and night
until I feel completely fagged out.
Some days I have scarcely had time
to get my meals, and write out the
report between the acts. I thought
the Methodists were pretty indefat-
igable at camp meetings, but these
people can beat 'em hollow,"

F. D. Nichol, The Midnight Cry,
117-120
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The Power

ofMusic

Part Four
H. Lloyd Lena

A s WE STUDY the discussions
of music in the writings of

Ellen White, we must conclude that
music was jntended to be more than
an incidental part of a person's life.
The use of music by Christ Him-
self, as well as by the angels of
heaven, as recorded in the Bible
and the writings of Ellen G. White,
shows that even among sinless
beings music, as a means of expres-
sjon and communication, goes be-
yond the range of power of speech.
Furthermore, the instructions as to
how human beings were to employ
this gift indicate that they could not
be complete, fulfilled beings
without expressing themselves
through music.
Music is an expression of the

struggle-fulfillment rhythm of life
experience. In the life of every
human being we can observe ten-
sion -relaxation, anticipation -satis-
faction. If kept in proper balance,
these feelings and experiences pro-
vide continuity, change, security,
challenge, repose, and excitement
that are vital to sound mental health
and the development of the full
potential of any person.
It is significant that many phi-

losophers recognize that in some
way music is symbolic of human
experience. Suzanne Langer states
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that in all cultures people have
sought to symbolize thejr expe-
riences through the arts.! Doris
Soibelman concluded that "human
behavior is related to the symbol
inherent in musical sounds:,t Sid-
ney Finkelstein calls this "the im-
agery of music." He explains that
"key to the expressiveness of all
music, including instrumental, is

The use of music
increases people's
receptivity to other
stimuli

that permanently imbedded, are in-
flections, patterns of body move-
ment and human imagery manifest
in almost every activity of life."
Through "patterns of sound and

silence" we can say that music em-
bodies ideas. These are commen-
taries on a society, showing what it
means to live in it. It is a response
of the inner person to the outer
world.'
In his perfect state, man would

have expressed only the most lofty
thoughts and emotions, but since

man became a fallen being his ex-
pressions could at times represent
his sinful nature. It is the symbolic
musical representation of the sinful
nature of man that we must recog-
nize as having immoral content or
negative influence.

In our efforts to understand the
influence of music. we cannot ex-
pect to find the obvious cause-
effect relationship that we observe.
for example, in the action of chem-
ical poisons on the body ("listening
to rock doesn't make me want to
smoke pot or remove my clothes").
Unable to observe this kind of
result either in themselves or in
others, many conclude that music
has no influence at all. If, indeed,
response to music were completely
unpredictable, if it had no influ-
ence whatsoever. then some logical
explanation must be offered for the
widespread use of it in situations
where it is obviously supposed to
have some effect.
The author of /l1usic ill Hospitals

pU[S it this way: "The dynamic in-
fluence of music is recognized in
many familiar practices of our civi-
lization. Why is there so much
music used in churches, political
meetings, motion pictures and thea-
ters? Because these varied uses of
music increase people's receptivity



to other stimuli and thus may in-
directly strengthen the effect of the
message, whatever it may be,',4
Is the meaning of music due to

the natural characteristics of sound,
or is it culturally or socially de-
rived? We must conclude that it
derives from both. No one can deny
that the patterns of music for a
given activity vary from one cul-
ture to another. Songs of worship
and those of courtship are to a great
extent socially evolved. However,
"the fact that sounds are produced
by different tensions of the body,
of chest, throat, lips and fingers,
indicates that there must be a rela-
tion between these body tensions
and the affecting tone quality of
the IOnes they produce. Certainly,
the music that one people uses for a
war cry cannot become a lullaby for
others."s

Basic Qualities Affect Similarly

Cultural conditioning to the con-
trary notwithstanding, human be-
ings still have much in common;
and the basic Qualities of music,
pitch, rhythm, volume, tone color,
and to some extent melody and
harmony, affect the physical and
mental processes of all peoples in a
remarkably similar manner.
It should be noted that the more

abstract the music, the more educa-
tion is required to make that music

The mood response
to so-called classical
music is qui!e
universal

meaningful to a person. For exam-
ple, much of the meaning of abso-
lute music (such as concertos and
symphonies) would tend to elude
the inexperienced listener until he
acquires more information. How-
ever, even though the musical
meaning of so-called classical music
may not be understood by the mu-
sically untrained, it has been dem-
onstrated that mood response is
Quite universal and that theoretical
knowledge is not a prerequisite to
enjoyment.

Apparently, the more functional
the music, the more universal and
consistent the behavioral response
will be. Because the human body is
rhythmic by nature, the rhythmic
element in music is the most in-
fluential.
It has been demonstrated that

constantly repetitive, rhythmic ma-
terial is hypnotic. In extreme cases,
trance or destructive activity re-
sults. A more subtle influence is
produced by the lower volume soft
rock and swing beat. These have a
milder but no less real effecl. The
listener is mildly sedated, lulled
into a dreamy state of mindless en-
joyment where the conscience is
relaxed Or completely dormant.
Since music can affect a person's

moods, it follows that it can affect
our attitudes. When the mood of the
music and the association are com-
bined, thoughts are suggested.
However, even when there is no
specific association, the mood of
the music can engender general
feeling states. Positive or desirable
moods would include solemnity,
joy, and animation (controlled ex-
citement). Undesirable counterparts
to those could be sentimentalism,
frivolity, and violence <uncontrolled
excitement).

In these emotionally unhealthy
states the person is subject to other
specific stimuli <as Van de Wall
stated), either verbal or nonverbal
suggestions for undesirable thought
and action. This could be compared
to a state of mild intoxication; the
intoxicant does not cause the user to
do anything in the sense that he is
driven to an act, but it lowers his
resistance to temptation. Ellen
White's statement, quoted previ-
ously, certainly describes this type
of situation: "It prepares the parti-
cipants for unholy thought and ac-
tion.,,6

Reacting Intelligently

In addition to the moral impli-
cations, there is another important
consideration-the emotional matu-
rity of the person. In order for a
person to develop emotionally, it is
essential to have opportunities to
react intelligently to the influences
about him. lf a person's reaction to
music is limited to "I like it" or "It
makes me feel good" he cannot

claim to have reacted or responded
on a level any higher than many
animals, or mentally retarded or in-
jured persons. Thus, if a person's
musical diet consists largely of
material requiring nothing higher
than a purely sensuous response, he
is certain to remain in this emo-
tional rut at least so far as his musi-
cal experience is concerned.

Sensation-oriented. .mUSlC requzres
nothing of a listener,
not even attention

Music that has little more than
sensuous appeal must rely heavily
on sensational effects or Hgim_
micks" for interest. These are cre-
ated by a sensational treatment of
(or overemphasis on) one or more
of these elements of music: rhythm,
harmony, melody, or tone color.
This sensation-oriented music af-
fects a person differently from
music that has lasting worth.
Sensation-oriented music has

immediate appeal for the listener
and requires nothing of him, not
even his attention. Repeated expe-
riences with this material do not
add to a person's knowledge, exper-
tise, or awareness of beauty. It
retards emotional maturity because
it merely provides one emotional
Ubinge" after another, a series of
sensations that are private and in-
communicable. In contrast to music
of sensation, there is music that
provides an experience, aestheti-
cally. fn this music there is an ap-
peal to the intellect, as well as to
the senses, and its repetition adds to
a person's musical sensitivity and
awareness. This type of experience
can be shared and thus can be used
to improve human relationships.
About 75 years ago Ellen White

warned: OlWe have no time now to
spend in seeking those things that
only please the senses.,,7 Science has
revealed that unless we use the
higher powers of the mind we will
respond to music merely as a pleas-
ant or an unpleasant sensation, and
that even without paying attention
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to the music we will respond emo-
tionally to it. Even when we be-
come aware of music we cannot
turn our ears away from the source
as we can turn our eyes away from
a sight. This means that the "'back
door" of the mind is always open to
the intrusion of music. For many,
therefore, listening habits and tastes
are determined before they realize

Music has been a
successful tool of
Satan's down through
the ages

it; this is particularly true of chil-
dren.
When we consider these facts,

serious ethical and moral Questions
should be rather obvious. Teachers
of music, live perf<;lrmers, and those
who prepare recorded music, help
to shape the tastes and attitudes of
thousands of children, youth, and
adults. What motivates those in
these categories in their selection of
music? Is it the desire to uplift or
the desire for popularity? Is it com-
mercialism with no consideration
for Christian ideals? Conditioning
the mind of a person can retard a
person's spiritual growth or even
cause him to reject salvation! This
sobering thought should cause all
who can and do influence others, to
take their responsibility seriously,
making certain that as mature
Christians Htheir perceptions are
trained by long use to discriminate
between good and (Hebrews
5:14, NEB) The ability to evaluate,
therefore, becomes even more criti-
cal in the field of music, than in
certain areas where one has more
opportunities for self-defense.
Commenting on Peter's admoni-

tion, "Gird up the loins of your
mind," (I Peter 1:13) Ellen White
says, "Those who would not fall
prey to Satan's devices, must {uard
well the avenues of the sou/''' Un-
less we heed this warning by choos-
ing a course of action to prevent
falling prey to it, we are most cer-
tainly doomed to manipulation by
the pop-music industry, "a vast ap-
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paratus devoted to the manufactur-
ing of public taste and through the
conditioning of that taste through
constant reiteration (the disc jockey
and the juke box) which creates a
mass demand for mediocrity and
worse."l0

Part of Satan's Arsenal

Unless the Christian fortifies his
mind with truth, feeding upon
divinely inspired counsel, he will
find it difficult to make decisions
in this area. We must remember that
even as a fallen being, USatan well
knows the material with which he
has to deal in (he human heart. He
knows-for he has studied with
fiendish intensi(y for thousands of
years-(he poims most easily as-
sailed in every character."ll
Music, having been a successful

tool of Satan down through the
ages, most certainly will be a part
of Satan's deceptive arsenal until
the end of time. In one of her vi-
sions describing God's people just
before final deliverance, Ellen
White heard the sounds of music
and revelry coming from those who
had rejected salvation: "We heard
the profane oath, the vulgar jest,
and low, vile songs. We heard the
war song and (he dance song. We
heard instrurnen(al music and loud
laughter, mingled with cursing and
cries of anguish and biuer wail-
ing.,,12

Information is not
enough; the problem
of choosing music is
a spiritual one

J have endeavored to provide
some useful information in the
hope that it will aid some in making
wise decisions about the music in
their lives. But, as imporran( as it
is, information is not enough. Basi-
cally, the problem of choosing
music is a spirirual one, and the
question we need to ask is "How
can we know God's will so that we
can tell what is 4 pure, true and
lovely'?" I believe the answer can

be found in Romans 12:2 (NEB):
..Adapt yourselves no longer to the
pauern of this present world. but
let your minds be remade and your
whole nature thus transformed.
Then you will be able to discern the
will of God, and to know what is
good, acceptable, and perfect." I!!I
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Ellen G. White

Hath An Ear
He That

H E THAT hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith

unto the churches; To him that
ovcrcometh will I give to eat of the
lree of life, which is in the midst of
the paradise of God." [Revelation
2:7] "He that overcometh shall not
be hurt of the second death." [2:11]
"To him that overcometh will I give
to eat of the hidden manna, and
will give him a white stone, and in
the stone a new name written.
which no man knoweth saving he
that receiveth it." [2:17J "He that
overcometh. the same shall be
clothed in white raiment; and I will
not blot out his name out of the
book of life, but I will confess his
name before my Father, and before
his angels." [3:4J "Behold, [ come
quickly; hold that fast which thou
hast. that no man take thy crown.
Him that overcometh will I make a
pillar in the temple of my God, and
he shall go no more out: and I will
write upon him the name of my
God, and the name of the city of
my God, which is ew Jerusalem,
which cometh down out of heaven
from my God: and I will write upon
him my new name." [3:1 I, 12] "To
him that overcometh will I grant to
sit with me in my throne, even as I
also overcame, and am set down
with my Father in his throne. He
that hath an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit saith unto the churches."
[3:21, 22J
The words, uHe that hath an ear,

let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches," are repeated
after these promises, weighty with
importance to the children of God.
It is for Our eternal interest to know
and understand what the Spirit saith
unto the churches, and we should
search carefully for light and
knowledge that we may not be in
ignorance of what God has com-
manded and promised in His pre-

cious Word. We have souls to be
saved Or lost, and with the greatest
earnestness we should inquire,
"What shall I do in order to obtain
eternal life?" At the best, life is but
short, and it is necessary that we
should live this short life in har-
mony with the law of God, which
is the law of the universe. We must
have ears to hear, and hearts to un-
derstand, what the Spirit saith unto
the churches.
The angels of God attain unto no

higher knowledge than to know the
will of God; and it is their greatest
delight to accomplish the perfect
will of the heavenly Father. Fallen
man has the privilege of becoming
intelligent in regard to the will of
God. While probationary time is
granted us, we should put our fac-
ulties to the very highest use, that
we may make of ourselves all that it
is possible; and while we endeavor
to reach a high standard of intelli-
gence, we should feel Our depen-
dence upon God, for without His
grace, our efforts cannot bring last-
ing benefit. It is through the grace
of Christ that we are to be over-
comers; through the merits of His
blood we are to be of that number
whose names will not be blotted out
of the book of life. Those who are
final overcomers will have the life
that runs parallel with the life of
God, and wear the crown of the
victor. When such great and eternal
reward awaits us, we should run the
race with patience, looking unto
Jesus, the author and finisher of
our faith.

We have no hesitancy in telling
you that in order to obtain the im-
mortal inheritance and the eternal
substance, you must be overcomers
in this probationary life. Everything
that blots and stains the soul must
be removed, must be cleansed from
the heart. We must know what it

means to be a partaker of the di-
vine nature, having escaped the
corruptions that are in the world
through lust. Are you willing to
wage war against the lusts of the
flesh? Are you ready to battle
against the enemy of God and man?
Satan is determined to enslave every
soul if he can; for he is playing a
desperate game to win the souls of
mcn from Christ and eternal life.
Will you permit him to steal from
you the graces of the Spirit of God,
and plant in you hjs own corrupt
nature? or will you accept the great
provision of salvation, and through
the merits of the Infinite Sacrifice
made in your behalf, become a par-
taker of the divine nature? God has
given His only-begotten Son, that
through His shame, suffering, and
death, you might have glory, honor,
and immortality. Are you not will-
ing to lay hold on the gracious hope
set before you in the gospel? Is it
humiliating to seek to win a crown
of immortal glory?
Christ was one with the Father

from the beginning; He shared the
glory of the Father; and yet He
consented to become fallen man's
substitute and surety, to stand in
man's place, that He might bring
hope and salvation to every soul
who would receive Him as a sin-
pardoning Saviour. With His human
arm He encircles the lost race, and
with His divine arm He grasps the
throne of the Infinite, connecting
man with God, and earth with
heaven. It was impossible for man,
who had weakened his moral power
through transgression of God's law
to keep the commandments of God;
but Christ came to save His people
from their sins, and by faith the
soul is clothed with the righteous-
ness of Christ, and brought into the
favor of God. Christ stepped down
from His exalted throne, left the
royal courts. clothed H is divinity
with humanity, and became a man
among the children of men; He
humbled Himself even to the suf-
fering and death of the cross, that
man might be exalted, that man
might become a partaker of the
divine nature, be an overcomer, and
have a place with Christ upon His
throne in glory. I!!I

Signs ojlhe Times, June 15, 1891
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New Releases • • •
Will the Real Sevellth-day Advemist

Please Stalld Up, Elder Ron Spear's
latest book, explores the depths of
what it means to be a Seventh-day
Adventist in more than name only.
Covering fifteen characteristics in fif-
teen chapters, this book was written
with the hope that our people will not
be caught unawares by the greatest
events in the great controversy: the
sealing, the mark of the beast, the
little time of trouble, and the close of
probation for the church and the
world. He writes: UQ my friends, how
can God, by His Holy Spirit, get down
beneath the hardpan of our long-
established habits and thought pat-
terns, shatter our complacency, self-
sufficiency, and conventionality, drive
the plowshare of conviction and con-
version deep, and make Jesus--His
will, His abiding presence, His com-
panionship, and the nearness of His
coming--the supreme reality of our
lives?"

Bible Readillgs for the Home ap-
pears for the first time in any edi-
tion with a Scripture and a topical
index. It features 180 Bible studies
under eighteen major headings with
eleven charts and tables illustrating
key concepts. Also included in the
back is a listing of organizations
and agencies which can provide
practical and spiritual aid.

The Desire of Ages comes to us
with two different covers. One
cover depicts the disciples fighting
the tempest on the Sea of Galilee
while Jesus slept, the other is a
painting by Harry Anderson of our
earth in the hand of a loving Sav-
iour. This edition offers a reader's
guide, giving a brief overview of
the whole book, several pages of
promise passages, maps of the
places Jesus knew and visited, a
listing of Messianic prophecies with
their fulfillment, and a Scripture
and a to·pical index. Also included
in the back is a listing of organiza-
tions and agencies which can pro-
vide practical and spiritual aid.

Armageddoll alld the Comillg
Crisis, is the 1884 edition of The
Great Comroversy. The cover fea-
tures a new painting by Harry An-
derson. Included in this edjtion are
thirty-two pages of maps and
charts, and Scripture and topical
indexes for both the book and the
appendix.

Will the Real Seventh-day Adventist Please Stand Up
Armageddon and the Coming Crisis
Bible Readings for the Home
The Desire of Ages
(Suggested donations are in US funds)
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